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One Student Begs To Differ
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There will be no heat this year – in terms of
undergraduate elections that is. The members of
the Undergraduate Student Government for the
2004-2005 academic year have for the most
part been determined, resulting in a dramatic
decrease in the number of candidates and par-
ties that petitioned for office from last year to
this year. 
In the undergraduate student elections held in
spring 2003, a total of 97 candidates from four
different parties, as well as two independents
ran for positions as part of the largest election
that has ever occurred. As a result, all 45 posi-
tions on the student government were contest-
ed.
In terms of competition, this year’s elections
features quite the opposite, as the only contest-
ed position is that of the presidency. In a meet-
ing of the election committee held last Friday,
March 12 at 6 p.m. all unchallenged candidates





Dr. Richard Brody, beloved director of the
Study Abroad program at Baruch College
passed away on Wednesday, March 3, 2004
after losing a bout to cancer.    
Brody, the founder of the Study Abroad pro-
gram at Baruch, transformed the formerly small
group of nine students that traveled the world in
search of educational opportunities elsewhere





See ONLY, Page 5
By AYESHA AJAZ
Contributing Writer
Beginning June 30, 2003 all schools and col-
leges in the United States were required to issue
new SEVIS I-20 visas to all incoming fresh-
man, transfer and continuing international stu-
dents.  SEVIS (Student Exchange Visitor
Information System) is in fact a tracking device
in the form of a bar code that is printed on the
right hand margin of the I-20. The consulate at
the port of entry (normally suggested to be
either New York or Chicago) enters the SEVIS
code in the online software and alerts the
Immigration and Naturalization System that the
student has entered the country.
In the beginning, the U.S. government had
one SEVIS system for the schools and another
for the consulate at the ports of entry. This cre-
ated problems because the SEVIS code on the
I-20 would not be recognized by the SEVIS
system at the port of entry. For this reason,
many I-20s were delayed in issuance as INS
had to take time to fix the problem, allowing
the two SEVIS systems to talk to each other and
relate SEVIS codes.
The clock starts ticking once an F-1 visa
holder enters the United States. The student has
a time limit of 15 days within which they have
to physically report to the school. The school
immediately informs the SEVIS tracking sys-
tem that the student has reported. From then
onwards, the school has 30 days within which a
student must be registered. Otherwise, the INS
controlled SEVIS System begins sending alerts
to the school asking for enrollment information
regarding a student in question.
According to Stephen Goldberg, director of
International Student Services at Baruch, even
after a new student has registered at school and
is taking classes, within 30 days they have to be
re-registered from an initial student entry to a
continuing student. However, every continuing
student must also be re-registered in SEVIS
every semester within 30 days from the begin-
ning of school, which tells the SEVIS tracking
system that the student is still in school. 
The system also requires information about
students who are not studying full time and
may be in danger of being out of status.
Goldberg said there are 187 students that did
not have full-time status during the current
semester. These students were contacted by the
International Student Services department and
asked whether they had either of the following
restraints: if they were graduating; if they were
on medical excuse/leave or if they were on aca-
demic probation.
The ISS again has 45 days to add this updat-
ed information to the SEVIS system. If the stu-
dent does not have either of the above excuses,
they are violating Federal Law and may be
declared out of status.
At Baruch, there are 48 other items and 23
events about students that have to be filed reg-
ularly in the SEVIS database to keep the inter-
national student in status. The ISS lists the “13
Musts” that international students must comply
with to remain in status.
Goldberg said that with 2,700 international
students in the school, it used to be more pleas-
ant when they were talking to students and
counseling them. Tolerance was not an issue. 
But now there is no tolerance. “It’s an
enforcement issue in the United States
Government with the Homeland Security/’94
Goldberg said.”  You either are in status or
you’re out of status.”
The ISS works closely with the international
students, even after they have graduated.
According to Goldberg, there are to date
approximately 500 former students of Baruch
enrolled in the Optional Training Program and
who are  still under his responsibility. He has to
make sure that they receive their updated
SEVIS I-20s so that they do not have difficul-
ties returning to United States if they travel
abroad.
If students, despite all the efforts from the
ISS, lose their status, they end up getting termi-
nated from the SEVIS system. Goldberg refers






The Undergraduate Student Government is in
the process or rewriting and reworking their
current constitution to reflect the dynamics of
change that have occurred in the governing
body. The constitution that is presently being
used was put into practice by a 1999 referen-
dum, when the previous day and evening gov-
ernments merged together. 
“Because of the referendum that was passed
in last year’s elections, the college doesn’t real-
ly recognize you as a day or evening student,
just full-time or part-time. We are going to rec-
ognize you as full time or part time and use our
constitution to reflect that change,” said
President Adrian Lovell.
But along with the obstacle of changing the
constitution, USG has yet another challenge to
grapple with: ending the turnover rate that has
plagued the government since last term.  
“A lot of people don’t realize the amount of
work that it takes to be efficient and effective in
the student government and I don’t mind when
people prioritize their life and realize they can’t
commit to USG any longer,” said Lovell. More
than half of the elected student body from last
year’s elections has been replaced by in-house
elections. There is still a lower senator evening
position that has yet to be filled. 
Director of Student Life Carl Aylman said,
“The merry-go round has nothing to do with the
structure as much as the candidates who run.”
“Students run for office knowing full well that
they are planning to graduate or unable to serve
their term.”
Both Lovell and Aylman are not sure that the
restructuring of the constitution will help the
turnover rate in USG, but a change in the for-
mat still needs to be completed. 
See BRODY, Page 4
See USG, Page 5
Dr. Richard Brody, founder of Baruch’s Study Abroad Program passed away on March 3,
2004. (Photo/ Weissman Center for International Business)
SEVIS Forces Int’l Students to
Comply With New Restrictions
See SEVIS, Page 4
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By HARBANI RANA
Contributing Writer
The international student population in
Baruch has been growing for over 20 years. It
started at 289 students in the 1981/82 school
year and reached its peak in the 2000-2001.
However, during the last three years, it has
declined. 
One of the reasons is the number of restric-
tions that have been placed on the international
students. They are required to be enrolled full-
time every semester and  must be re-certified to
work on campus each semester. The rest of the
“13 Musts for International Students” and other
important information for international students
should be aware of are available in on page 4 of
this issue of The Ticker, or on the college web-
site on the International Student Services
Center’s homepage www.baruch.cuny.edu/issc. 
Stephen Goldberg, director of the
International Student Services Center,
acknowledges that international students are
having problems with the new SEVIS tracking
system, which became effective last year, and
with entering and leaving the United States. He
is concerned that “when they start making it
difficult, [students will] go to Australia,
Canada, U.K., etc.”
Aside from the restrictions, because of last
year’s hike in the tuition, many students could
no longer afford to remain enrolled in Baruch.
“An increase in tuition should go hand in hand
with fewer restrictions on the work permits so
that students are able to pay for the extra tuition
expense,” said Mansi Suri, a senior and inter-
national student from India. 
The costs per credit are now $360 for under-
graduate degree students, $470 for undergradu-
ate non-degree students, $555 for MBA stu-
dents, and $425 for non-MBA students. And
these costs exclude the many other charges like
the technology and student activity fees. 
“We lost several hundred [international stu-
dents],” said Goldberg.
Goldberg and the Assistant Director of the
ISSC, Ramonita Garcia  are required to engage
in the production of all student records and
make any changes in them manually. They are
also responsible for the compliance and
enforcement of the rules prescribed by the
Department of Homeland Security.
One proposal to simplify the procedures for
international students was to introduce an
International Student Identification Card. Such
a system was introduced in Atlanta, Georgia,
during the 1996 Olympic Games, but it did not
work out because the systems used to track the
students were not in sync with one other, and
posed more problems than solutions. 
Other incentives can be provided to attract
international students. Goldberg believes that
more opportunities should be available for
employment, scholarships, and loans to interna-
tional students. He also supports ideas of hav-
ing international food tasting festivals, craft
fairs, and foreign film and music events.
Another way international students can
increase their influence in the University
Senate is by forming an International Students
Council. By holding events and participating in
politics, they can increase funding for their
activities. 
International students come from many dif-
ferent countries ranging from Afghanistan to
Zimbabwe.  There haven’t been many varia-
tions in the number of students who have come
to Baruch from each country. Countries like
China, Korea, Taiwan and Japan have had the
most number of international students enrolled
in Baruch, but their numbers have been
decreasing. Other countries like India, Turkey,
and Thailand have been gaining representation.
Students from these countries, along with oth-
ers from over 120 countries around the world
should join together and represent their coun-
tries in events in order to increase the apprecia-
tion for the wealth of cultures at Baruch
College, Goldberg said. Also, many new stu-
dents will find an opportunity to get involved in
college along with many others like them.
Goldberg cautioned that the laws the federal
government passes are concentrating on track-
ing college students because students are the
only group of people with U.S. visas who can
be tracked. International students should be
more aware of their rights and responsibilities,
and because there are frequent changes, they
should keep up to date with them.
International Student Population
Declines Due to Harsher Laws
Country  Number of Students FALL 2000  Number of Students 2001/2002







Trinidad and Tobago 82 75
Israel 77 73
Thailand 16 70
Ten Most Represented Countries in Baruch College




















































































































Marc Michael Goloven Senior Regional
Economist at JP Morgan Chase spoke about the
outlook of the New York City economy at an
event held on Tuesday, March 9, at the 14th
floor Conference Center at 12:30 p.m.
The speech was the inaugural Joel E. Segall
lecture in economics.  Segall, formerly presi-
dent of Baruch College from 1977-1990 passed
away in October, 2003.
Goloven analyzed the trends in the New York
City economy since the late 1990s and used sta-
tistics to look at the recent in New York City
economy.
He analyzed the changes that have taken place
in the New York City economy in recent histo-
ry and advised students on ways to make the
most in their search from employment.
“There are winds of change that have affect-
ed the manufacturing industry,” said Goloven,
looking at the trends “40,000 people have lost
jobs in toy manufacturing and New York City.
The manufacturing industry that used to have
one million workers now has 130,000.”
The city also was hit when 250,000 of the
city’s 3.5 million jobs were lost after the 9/11
terrorist attacks.
In the late 1990s, New York City had the best
economy in the country and took a massive hit
after the “Tech Wreck.” 
Currently, New York City is on the rebound
as the Bio-Tech, hospitality, hospitals, leisure,
private education and tourism industries are on
the rise.
Goloven noted that New York City currently
faces a 7.9 percent unemployment rate.  But
found that the outer boroughs and suburbs have
flourshing economies.  
He found in his research that Staten Island has
the most rapidly growing economy in New
York City followed by Queens, Brooklyn and
The Bronx.
New York City currently holds 45 percent of
New York State’s jobs.
Goloven found the suburbs to have a stronger
job growth rate with Long Island having an
employment rate below four percent.  He found
that job growth had greatly expanded in the
small business sector. He advised students to
identify the growing industries and seek jobs in
those fields.
“The brightening of the economic skies is on
the way and remedy’s dawn is on the horizon,”
he said. “To the students graduating in the next
couple of years, you have impeccable timing.”
Baruch College President Ned Regan found
the lecture as being the answer to concerns of
many students about the picture of the job mar-
ket.
“We are going to put it in a booklet and send
it out to other CUNY schools,” said Regan.  “It
is targeted to Baruch students and the regional
economy.”  
Regan added that Goloven will be brought
back to speak next semester.
“It was a major event here,” he said.  “We
need to know about the national economy and
job production potential. [Goloven] had a
wealth of information.”
Goloven relayed his message with an impas-
sioned manner, captivating the upwards of 300
people assembled.  
“Students will need to know more about the
Long Island Rail Road and Metro North as well
as the Whitestone and Throgs Neck Bridges.”
Economist Advises Students On
Looking to the Suburbs for Jobs
The chart and graph above take a closer look at the shifts in population of international stu-
dents at Baruch. (Office of International Students and Harbani Rana) 
BY PETER KWON
Staff Writer
Baruch’s Undergraduate Student Government
kicked off the first week of March by organiz-
ing a student friendly event called “Promotions
Week.”  The purpose for the USG to hold such
a forum was for the following reasons:
1) To inform all Baruch students that the col  
lege has a student-run government.
2) To invite all interested Baruch students to   
air any particular grievances they may have   
either with the USG or anything related to 
Baruch.
It is unfortunate that as hard as the USG tried
to get their message across, most Baruch stu-
dents chose to be apathetic to “Promotions
Week.”  
As members of the student government
handed out free USG t-shirts, students were
asked to answer a question relative to social
affairs taking place in Baruch.  Questions such
as “Who is the student government president?”
or “What is the radio frequency of the school
radio station?” were two of the brain teasers
posed by various USG staff members.
Overall, the thought of our student govern-
ment doing their due diligence to integrate their
fellow classmates into the political affairs at
Baruch College is commendable.  In the com-
ing weeks, elections will be taking place for
candidates who are running to be a part of the
USG 2004-05 staff.  
All Baruch students should be mindful of the
political affairs that take place since there is a
good chance down the road, it will have an




“An increase in tuition
should go hand in hand
with fewer restrictions on
the work permits so that
students are able to pay
for the extra tuition
expense.”
Marc Michael Goloven Senior Regional Economist at JP Morgan Chase spoke about the out-
look of the New York City economy as part of the inaugural Joel E. Segall lecture. 
(Photo/ Aaron Siegel)
“The brightening of the
economic skies is on the
way and remedy’s dawn is
on the horizon.”
has become a full-blown program that sends
over 200 students a year to 30 countries
throughout the world in search of learning and
discovery.
Prior to his time as director of the program,
Brody worked at the Career Development
Center when it was formerly part of the School
of Business (since renamed after Lawrence
Zicklin).
Brody’s job was to help the students who
wanted to travel and provide them with the
information that they needed to go about study-
ing abroad.  He took students through the
process of picking schools to study, applying to
those schools and ensuring that the credits in
the foreign programs would be accepted at
Baruch College.  He also checked on students
throughout their travels to ensure that they were
easily transitioning into the foreign culture that
they were out to explore.
He dealt with students at Baruch who were
studying abroad and his efforts led to many
more international students wanting to attend
Baruch.  He looked out for Baruch students
away as well as the students who were studying
abroad at Baruch.
He started the Intermix club and helped get
more students get involved. Brody was also
named an honarary member of Phi Eta Sigma
and the Golden Key Internationaal Honour
Society.
“He changed my life and he helped everyone
who he came in contact with,” said  Andreea
Ursu, the Work Abroad Consultant for AIESEC
and Vice President of Outgoing Exchange for
the Weissman Center for International
Business.  “He was someone who put students
first.”
With the help of Brody, Ursu was able to trav-
el abroad to China, Egypt and Italy and realize
dreams of world travel.
“He was really an amazing man,” she added.
“The school has a major void.”
Many of Brody’s co-workers expressed a
strong sentiment of losing more than a boss,
they lost a friend as well.
“You could always trust him,” said Emanuella
Dazilmar, an assistant in the Weissman Center
for International Business.  “He was the great-
est person to ever work for.  It was a pleasure to
work with him.  He always was ready to say
‘Thank you, I appreciate it.’”
“He was a great person to work with and was
always a patient man.  He was always very
helpful and always gave advice,” said Ivonne
Cintron, administrative assistant at the
Weissman Center for International Business.
“He always had many stories.  He always took
the time to talk to everyone.  He always found
common ground with students.”
Terrence Martell, director of the Weissman
Center for International Business vividly
remembered his last words to Brody, “Richard,
you always give more than what is required.”
“He was outgoing, intelligent and hardwork-
ing — all of the things that you want,” said
Martell.  “It will be real difficult without him.”
Baruch College President Ned Regan felt a
comfort when speaking with Brody.
“He was a real gent and was an intellectual,”
said Regan.  “He was an intelligent guy and
honest at the same time.  He loved being here.”
“He was always helpful.  He was the best,”
said Anna Digilova, former treasurer of the
Shop of Style Club at Baruch.  Brody had been
supportive of Shop of Style and attended some
of their events.  She added that [SOS] latest
fundraising effort will be in Brody’s memory.
“I knew [Brody] for 14 years and he loved
working with students.  He was a very likeable
person and a likeable colleague,” said Baruch
College Provost David Dannenbring.  “His joys
from the job came from working with students
one-on-one.”
“He will be missed.  He was a hidden jewel,”
Dannenbring added.
Brody left a wife Karen, two children Rachel
and Daniel, and a granddaughter Alexandra.
He graduated from Temple University with a
Bachelor of Science in Medicine and received a
Ph.D. in Education from Rutgers University.  
A memorial service was held on March 4 at
noon, at the Brooklyn Heights Synagogue.
Brody Leaves Behind A Legacy 
of Patience and Dedication
things fall out. The school did have some spo-
radic cases of undergraduate students who had
been attending college since six to seven years.
There were graduate students taking one
course per semester and staying for up to four
years studying for a two-year degree. They
were in violation of Federal Law and conse-
quently lost status. On his desk, Goldberg had a
stack of papers of people that were going to be
terminated that very day, who were not regis-
tered, or were not full-time and were not fol-
lowing the guidelines that the school has to
adhere to. He said that the school has to do this
because of the compliance issue. If the school
doesn’t do this, it could lose all of its interna-
tional students.
Goldberg suggests that in some cases, the stu-
dents can get their visa  reinstated by returning
to their home countries and coming back again.
He encourages students to come to the ISS and
ask the office personnel any questions they may
have. If they are not satisfied with the answers,
he even encourages them to speak to him or his
assistant Ramonita Garcia. 
Of the many problems that students have with
SEVIS is the problem regarding Social Security
cards. At one point, the system used at the
Social Security office did not communicate
with the SEVIS system at the port of entry or at
the schools. The officials then would hold up
the social security cards because they were not
sure if the student entered the United States
legally. They had to wait for a long time until
the information regarding the student’s legal
entry into the U.S. reached them. Students
without social security cards were not able to
get driving permits or bank accounts, and that
created annoyance.
Students think it’s ridiculous, because they
think that glitches like these can be fixed by a
few phone calls, except that it does not work
that way anymore. “The SEVIS system has no
cures. It either is on/off, up/down, yes/no,”
Goldberg said that any errors in the system
have to be faxed as memos to the SEVIS
Helpdesk in Arizona. The records are changed
there and the “remedy” sent back to the school
in approximately four weeks.  Goldberg says he
is aware that international students may not be
very happy with him; however, he says that
there is nothing he can do to work around the
school or SEVIS policy. “We are now doing
enforcements. Before this, we [were] more
flexible,” he said. 
Any problems that students had were post-
poned to the next semester. That is no longer
possible since every student has a “bar code”
next to his or her name in the computer and all
current activities are posted. Any restrictions on
students are placed by the federal government
and not by the ISS or the school. 
“I’m not mean, I’m not cruel,” Goldberg says.
“It’s the Big Brother!”
Goldberg and his team work hard to fix these
problems as best as they can as fast as they can.
They also try to help students with their tax
information, their deadlines for Curricular
Practical Training, Optional Practical Training,
social security information, and even inviting
families to graduation ceremonies.
ISS is working to help international students
with their financial issues as well. At the ISS
webpage on Baruch’s website, they have pro-
vided information about several institutions
that provide financial aid loans to international
students. Goldberg agrees that money is always
a big issue for many students. He is concerned
about some upcoming changes in the system,
including a $100 charge for the SEVIS code
before candidates are interviewed by the
American consulate in their home countries for
an F-1 Visa. Originally, it was planned to
charge this fee to the schools, but the proposal
was not approved. The updated proposal was
presented in February 2004 that students apply-
ing for F1 visa should be charged this fee.
Goldberg suspects that it will be enforced by
this summer. This change will cut down
immensely on the flow of international students
into U.S. 
According to an independent survey, 50 per-
cent of international students were not very
happy with the change and said that they would
not pay this fee. Forty percent said that if it
helped their being issued a visa, they would pay
it. 
Additionally, there are the problems regarding
the most recent change in fee structure.
Goldberg admits that the school lost a number
of international students only because they
were unable to pay the college dues every
semester.  
“There are stories of students opting for
Canada, Australia and other countries that do
not put students through such difficulties,” he
said.
All these issues and more are addressed at the
Open House now held every Thursday.
International students can meet up with other
international students, discuss mutual problems
and talk to the ISS officials about them.   
Baruch accepts up to 600-1,300 international
transfer or graduate students every year. Even
with a show-up rate of fifty to sixty percent, the
international student population in Baruch is
just as diverse as the general population of New
York. ISS helps out an immense number of stu-
dents who visit the office, but is still unsatisfied
because they feel that not enough international
students are seeking their help. With a staff
ready to guide students in the way best for their
cause, there is no reason why this office should
not be visited on a regular basis.
SEVIS System Place Burdens 
On International Students
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As an International Student:
1) You must register full -time every semester.
Full-time status is 12 credits per semester. You
are only permitted to register less than full-time
if: 
a)You are Graduating Senior (must be docu  
mented) or;
b)You have Medical Reasons (must be docu
mented) or;
c)You have other reasons (must be docu    
mented).
You must request authorization from the
International Student Office before the first day
of the semester, if for some reason, you must go
to school part-time.
2) In addition to registering full-time, you must
successfully COMPLETE 12 credits each
semester. You cannot withdraw from a class if
it will make you part-time. You must maintain
a 2.0 GPA as an undergraduate student and a
3.0 GPA as a graduate student.
3) You cannot change your major or change
degrees without authorization from the
International Student Office.
4) YOU MUST PAY YOUR TUITION BILL
by the DEADLINE DATE. It is understood that
if you do not pay your bill, your classes will be
dropped and you will have to re-register for
classes, and there is no guarantee that you will
get the same classes or that you will be able to
register full time.
5) If your current tuition bill is not paid in full, 
you cannot register for the next semester. You
cannot carry over your debt from one semester 
to another.
6) If you travel during a school break or during
the summer, you must come to the International
Office at least ONE WEEK prior to your trip to
have your I-20 signed. You must carry your I-
20 and your passport when you come to have
your I-20 signed. You MUST return to Baruch
by the first day of the following semester, or by
the first day school reopens after a break. You
CANNOT return to the U.S. after that time.
7) If you are working on-campus or at another
CUNY college, you must each semester be RE-
CERTIFIED to work. You must bring a letter of
employment every semester to the International
Student Office a letter of employment before
you can begin work.
8) You are not permitted to work off-campus
unless you have been authorized for an intern-
ship of you are on your Optional or Curricular
Practical Training.
9) If you are going to participate in an intern-
ship, you must be authorized to do so by the
International Student Office.
10) If you are graduating, you must apply for
your Practical Training at least three months
prior to graduation. 
11) Your passport must be kept valid at all
times.
12) Your I-20 must be valid at all times. It is
your responsibility to have your I-20 extended
at least 30 days before it expires.
13) You must by law inform the Registrar




Ever notice the high school kids running
around Baruch College? Don’t look around:
you probably won’t see them. The truth is,
though, Baruch College Campus High School
(BCCHS) is alive and kicking. The school,
which consists of 400 students in grades nine
through 12, has been housed in the 23rd Street
building for seven years now. The public high
school was created as a collaboration between
Matthew Goldstein, the president of Baruch at
the time, and Anthony Alvarado, District 2
superintendent at the time, as a response to area
parents’ demands. Jill Meyers, the current
Superintendent of District 2, was the first prin-
cipal.
“The school occupies the entire 10th floor of
the 23rd Street building, up to 5 p.m. during the
week. It also uses the science lab and gym on
the sixth  floor,” said Baruch High School
Principal Alicia Perez-Katz.
“The college provides the high school stu-
dents with different services. The high school
students are allowed to use the library,” said
math teacher and coach Gisele Nassif.  “The
seniors in particular, who are required to com-
plete an ‘Exit Project,’ are provided by the
library with workshops such as Internet
research and academic honesty.”
The ‘Exit Project’ enables BCCHS seniors to
graduate by researching a topic of their choice
and creating a product supported by their work.
The 28-person high school staff receives tech-
nology workshops as well, including web
design and using the Internet in the classroom. 
Another kind of service Baruch College pro-
vides is tutorial aid. Tutors from the college’s
Student Academic Consulting Center (SACC)
help the students with English and math after
school, and Baruch ‘coaches’ provide 50 of the
11th graders with SAT preparation as part of a
program called ‘Lets Get Ready.’ Also, Baruch
College’s theater students are working with
high school students on a Shakespeare play
they plan to put on later this year. 
Finally, Baruch College and BCCHS also
work together on the high school history cur-
riculum. Both schools’ history departments col-
laborate in planning what will be taught to bet-
ter prepare the students for college. Nassif says
that BCCHS wants to open more departments
to such collaboration. 
BCCHS is open to Manhattan students, with
a priority to District 2 applicants, and it is quite
popular; for the upcoming school year 6,000
students applied for 100 seats. This allows the
school to be selective, and it chooses hard-
working students with an average of at least 85
to ensure that the students will be able to han-
dle the intense liberal arts studies, says Nassif. 
BCCHS works with Baruch College and oper-
ates inside it, creating an effective academic
environment for the high school students. As a
result, 100 percent of the graduating class is
accepted to college. Approximately 15 -20  per-
cent  of them, according to BCCHS college
advisor Tina Simotas, go on to attend Baruch.
Baruch College High School:
The Fourth School 
Continued from front
EDITING
Term papers/doctoral  theses  edited l ine-by-l ine for
proper grammar,  c larity,  form and relevance to the
assignment.  Free consultat ion.  $25 an hour.  212/679-4706
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212/679-4706
Thirteen MUSTS for International Students
The Undergraduate Student Government has
undergone many changes in personnel over the
past semester as well as the first few weeks of
the current semester.
Lower Evening Senator Alina Shatsun
stepped down from her post one week ago.  An
election will be held Tuesday, March 16, to
decide upon a candidate who will take her
place.
President: Adrian Lovell
Vice President: Mohammed Iqbal
Secretary: Erica Soto
Originally Elected: Claudia Martinez
Treasurer: Anthony Battle
Originally Elected: Tisha Teague
Upper Senators: 
Kevin Baball, Ibrahim Lawal, Jodie Ann
Graham, Keston Barrow
Originally Elected: Kevin Baball, Erica
Soto, Ahmed Hossain, Larisa Rangin
Lower Senators:
Liliana Chang (day), Victor Law (day),
Brian Phillip (day), Carl Joseph (day),
Alina Shatsun (evening), Keisha George (day),
Richard de la Cruz (evening), Daniel
Slodynsky (day), Omur Silit (eve), *Chrystal
Gayle (day), Kelly Ifill (low), Nazia (Amy)
Sapahal (day), *OPEN (evening).
*denotes senators who were elected at the last
meeting of the Undergraduate Student
Government
Originally Elected: Keston Barrow,
Liliana Chang, Keisha George, Carl Joseph,
Victor Law, Arlenis Adames, David Aminov,
Joseph Hsu, Brian Phillip, Christina Lewis,
Alina Shatsun, Veniese Smith
USG Reshuffling 
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By LEO SHVARTSMAN
Staff Writer
As enrollment has decreased at Baruch
College in recent years, both the university’s
graduation and freshman retention rates have
illustrated an inverse relationship. Fewer stu-
dents are choosing to transfer to other universi-
ties and intending to complete their education
at Baruch instead.
The number of students that graduated in the
spring 2003 semester increased by 135, going
from 1,686 in Spring 2002 to 1,821 in Spring
2003. Vice President of Undergraduate
Admissions and Financial Aid Services James
Murphy approximates that 1,800 students will
graduate at the end of the spring 2004 semester.
Just as more students are making the decision
to stay at Baruch, the number of students facing
academic dismissal is declining. According to
Murphy, a combination of these two trends
means that the GPA of the average Baruch
College student is on the rise.
As students’ GPAs have increased, the aver-
age SAT score for incoming freshmen are cur-
rently 42 points higher than those of students
three years ago. Murphy said that all of these
factors contribute to a “higher quality of stu-
dents.”
The types of courses in demand are also
changing. In the past, students complained
about a lack of 3000- and 4000-level courses,
according to Murphy. He added that more
recently, students are voicing their displeasure
over a lack of 1000- and 2000-level courses.
“Speech is on the first tier and it’s very hard
to get into,” said Ben Harris, a sophomore.
Murphy expects a 10 to 12 percent increase
in demand for pre-business core classes,
excluding mathematics & English courses.
Such a high demand may make it more difficult
for students to register for core classes.
“Our students have always been known to be
workers,” said Murphy. “When I say workers, I
mean they’ve always been known to hit the
books hard.”
Baruch Freshman Retention
Rates on the Rise




Imagine that you are a citizen of a foreign
country. No one in your family has ever been to
college; some have never even been to high
school. You move to America when you are 5
years old and are educated through the
American public school system. After graduat-
ing from your local high school, you are excit-
ed to be the first in your family to enroll in col-
lege. You feel great about this until you get your
tuition bill. You discover that even though you
have spent practically your whole life in the
U.S., you are required to pay out-of-state
tuition because you are an undocumented
immigrant. Faced with quite a quandary, you
have no mechanism to obtain legal residency
since your parents are undocumented as well.
This is the case for thousands of students in
the United States. Many undocumented immi-
grants that have come to America in pursuit of
higher education are being penalized. Out-of-
state tuition is usually double the rate that in-
state students have to pay. 
Many of these foreign citizens have spent the
majority of their lives in the United States and
consider themselves American, yet they have to
pay a price for having migrated here from
another country. One Baruch student, who
chose to remain anonymous because he is
undocumented, received a 1530 on the SAT.
When asked why he wasn’t attending an Ivy
League school he replied, “ I don’t  have a stu-
dent visa so I can’t get financial aid. I have to
pay for school out of my own pocket and an Ivy
League school is simply not affordable.”  He
hopes that the DREAM Act will be passed and
all of this will change.
The Development, Relief, and Education for
Alien Minors Act enables students who have
grown up nd have graduated from high school
in this country to qualify for conditional per-
manent residence. Conditional Lawful
Permanent Resident status can last up to six
years and the immigrant would be required to
enroll in college, the armed forces, or do com-
munity service. They also must be able to
demonstrate “good moral character,” which
means that the person’s character must be com-
parable to that of an average law-abiding citi-
zen. Under the DREAM Act, if a person has
been in the U.S. for at least five years before its
enactment he or she will not have to pay out-of-
state tuition. In essence, all immigrants that met
that requirement would be eligible, but vague
requirements such as “good moral character”
may impede some students’ abilities to take
advantage of this opportunity.
The exact changes that have to be made in the
constitution are still in the process of being
decided. The executive board will go through
the constitution taking out things that are no
longer applicable to the current condition.
Some of the changes expected to be made con-
cern the time that the meetings take place and
other technical issues. After the changes have
been made, a referendum has to be passed and
voted on in order to use the new constitution.  
“In the end, it always depends on the quality
of the candidates,” said Aylman.
Current USG president and leader of the new
political party UNITY, Adrian Lovell, is the
only candidate being challenged for his posi-
tion. Lovell will vie against independent candi-
date Sime Marnika to retain the presidency. 
The elected members of the Executive Board
for the 2004-2005 academic year are as fol-
lows: Muhammad Iqbal for vice president,
Anthony Battle for treasurer and Erica Soto for
secretary.
The two Upper Senator day session positions
will be filled by Jody-Ann Graham and new-
comer Kathlene Burke. The two Upper Senator
evening session positions will be occupied by
Keston Barrow and Ibrahim Lawal. 
The nine Lower Senator day session posi-
tions will be filled by: Lilliana Chang, Chrystal
Gayle, Keisha George, Kelly Ifill, Victor Law,
Brian Phillip, Nazia Sadaphal, Sahar Sadeghian
and Omur Silit. Current Lower Senator Daniel
Slodynsky will retain his evening session posi-
tion, although there are two more lower
evening senator positions still vacant.
The position of full-time University Student
Senate representative will continue to be filled
by Jody-Ann Graham. There is currently no
candidate for the USS part-time position, and
two alternative USS positions (one full-time
and one part-time) are also vacant.
Out of four available positions for Board of
Directors–Baruch College Association, Inc.,
three have been filled by the following candi-
dates: Akini Cyrus, Alvin Li and Aleksander
Lemberg. The three available positions for
Board of Directors–Baruch Auxiliary
Enterprises Corp. are still empty.
The following positions are also vacant: two
representatives for the Student Faculty
Disciplinary Committee, three representatives
for Athletic Board, three positions for
Communications Board, three representatives
for Student Center Board and three representa-
tives for Student Media Council.
A presidential debate between the two candi-
dates will be held on Thursday, April 15 during
club hours (12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.). The under-
graduate student government elections will take
place the following week from April 20-22.
During election week, voting booths will be
placed on the first floor in the lobby of the
Vertical Campus. All undergraduate students
are eligible to vote and highly encouraged to do
so. For more information regarding the election
students can visit the Office of Student Life
located on the second floor of the VC.   
“Our students have always
been known to be workers,”
said Murphy. “When I say
workers, I mean they’ve
always been known to hit the
books hard.”
Only One Contested Position





NEW YORK, N.Y. -- Student participation in
College Now, the CUNY and public schools
partnership that allows high school students to
jump-start their college careers, is now at
record levels. 
There were more than 35,000 students
enrolled in College Now classes during the Fall
2002, Spring 2003 and Summer 2003 semes-
ters. That represents a nearly threefold increase
since the program was founded in 1999.
College Now, available in more than 200 high
schools, offers college-level courses, many for
credit, along with tutoring, preparatory courses,
arts activities, performances, and campus tours.
One example: the Math & Science Scholars
Academy, offered each summer by City
College in collaboration with Stuyvesant High
School, with more that 75 percent of students
maintaining high school averages of 90 or bet-
ter.
“College Now today helps thousands of New
York City high school students prepare for
University-level work,” said University
Chancellor Matthew Goldstein. “They arrive in
college classrooms ready to achieve their edu-
cational and career goals and realize their
dreams.” 
College Now is designed to offer each student
the guidance, assessment, instruction and sup-
plemental support necessary to develop and
sustain skills and knowledge essential to aca-
demic success in high school and beyond. And
the formula is working. A recent review of the
status of College Now alumni by the University
Office of Academic Affairs found: 
- College Now alumni were more likely to enter
baccalaureate degree programs than other
entering freshmen; 
- They earned more degree credits at both the
baccalaureate and associate degree levels than
other students; 
- College Now alumni in baccalaureate and
associate degree programs also had higher
retention and graduation rates. 
A forerunner of College Now opened more
than 20 years ago at Kingsborough Community
College. LaGuardia Community College in
Queens followed with a similar program. In
1999, the program opened to more than 13,000
students in 12th grade and expanded to include
University-wide participation. The program
was expanded in 2000 to encompass grades 9
through 12. 
The City University of New York, the nation's
leading urban public university, is comprised of
11 senior colleges, six community colleges, a
graduate school, a law school and the Sophie
Davis School of Biomedical Education. Nearly
214,000 degree-credit students and more than
208,000 continuing and professional education
students are enrolled throughout the five bor-
oughs of the City of New York. 
CUNY's College Now Helps Over
35,000 Public High School Students
BARUCH COLLEGE, N.Y. -- Ethics Week at
Baruch has two main components: classroom
discussion of ethical issues related to specific
subjects/disciplines, and special events featur-
ing invited guests. The program will span from
Monday, March 15 to Thursday, March 18. 
During the first two weeks of March, Prof.
Douglas Lackey (Philosophy) led faculty devel-
opment workshops entitled Ethics Discussions
in the Classroom: How to Start Them, How to
Keep Them Going, and How Not To Go Off the
Rails. An outline and an ethics primer that Prof.
Lackey prepared are available through the fore-
going links.
Prof. W. Ray Williams (Law) has compiled a
handbook entitled Ethics and Law: Basic
Concepts, Cases, and Dilemmas for members
of the Law Department (and others) to use as a
resource for classroom discussions. (During
Ethics Week, all courses in the Department of
Law will feature discussion of frameworks for
ethical decision making, investigation of differ-
ent philosophical approaches to ethical decision





“In the end, it always
depends on the quality of
the candidates.”
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On Tuesday, March 2, the Undergraduate
Student Government (USG) held their fifth
meeting of the semester.
President’s Report
President Adrian Lovell informed the senate
that the Search Committee meeting was suc-
cessful. Their next meeting will be in April to
continue approaching the selection for
Baruch’s new president. He spoke briefly
about the criteria required for president: 10
years in Academia and a Ph.D. Moreover,
Lovell asked students to present their thoughts
on the person they feel should be president.
Lovell introduced a proposal set forth con-
cerning ATMs that could benefit both students
and Baruch. Plans are in store to have ATMs in
Baruch College with two options: an ATM
without a fee or a dollar fee half of which will
go to Baruch.
Pepsi is looking into having an agreement
with Baruch College to have its products sold
exclusively in the buildings vending machines.
The estimated amount to have the multipur-
pose room soundproof for students loud parties
is between $1,500-$2,000. The College contin-
ues to refuse this accommodation.
On March 11 a meeting will be held among
clubs and USG to discuss any issues. Lovell
suggested offering a prize for the club that reg-
isters the most Baruch students to vote for the
presidential elections.
Vice President’s Report
Vice President Mohammed Iqbal informed
the senate that every new senator has been
assigned to a committee. He asked all USG
members to check their mailboxes periodically.
Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer Anthony Battle informed the gov-
ernment of the new USG budget adjustments.
The amount of $3,000 was transferred from
assistant treasurer to yearbook. For parties and
events, a total of $400 has been allocated. The
newsletter will now receive $2,000 and confer-
ences will get $1,400.
Campus Affairs
Upper senator Keston Barrow reported that
on March 23, the Vagina Monologues will be
performed at the Engleman Recital Hall at 6
p.m.  He also announced that there will be a
campus affairs meeting on March 11 to discuss
the Vagina Monologues, the award ceremony
and Spring Fling.  Phi Eta Sigma wants to
sponsor a hip-hop and salsa concert on Friday,
May 14, from 6 to 9 p.m.  On April 1, there will
be a majors fair for freshmen and sophomores.
Evening and Part Time Students 
Upper Senator Ibrahim Lawal announced that
the USG will sponsor a coffee night on
Thursday, March 18.
Legislative Affairs
Upper Senator Jodie Ann Graham reported
that the U.S.S. and CUNY Medgar Evers
College will sponsor a trip to Albany on
Monday, March 8, for CUNY Lobby Day.  The
trip includes bus, food and meetings with local
legislators.
Academic Affairs
Upper Senator Kevin Baball reported that he
is looking to forge a strong relationship with
the Baruch College Alumni Association.  He
met with BCAA President John Nickles and
spoke about networking.  He also announced
that the USG is co-sponsoring the Bloomberg
Global Village recruitment event that will be
held on Friday, March 5, in the multipurpose
room.
Old Business
Lower Senator Carl Joseph announced that
Promotions week had started off successfully
on Tuesday, March 2.
New Business
Jodie Ann Graham reported that the Athletic
Board has yet to meet so far this year.  Barrow
and Joseph reported that they have found that
there is a lack of school spirit at Baruch College
as well as large class sizes.  Lovell announced
that he spoke with the Director of the Athletic
Recreation Center (ARC) Machli Joseph about
having a mascot to promote Baruch athletics.
Lower Senator Keisha George proposed that
the USG sponsor a concert.
Lovell announced that Lower Evening
Senator Alina Shatsun stepped down from her
post and new elections will be held on March
16.
On Tuesday, March 9, the Undergraduate
Student Government (USG) held their sixth
meeting of the semester.
President’s Report
President Adrian Lovell informed the gov-
ernment that the enterprise committee will on
Thursday, March 11 to discuss the proposal of
soundproofing the multipurpose room. On
March 18, the Advisory Committee will meet.
On Tuesday, March 16, elections will be held
for the position of lower senator.
Treasurer’s Report
Upper senator Keston Barrow will stand in at
the Board of Trustees meeting for 
Treasurer Anthony Battle. The senate will
change its program name. The budget from
subscription will be transferred to political
action in order to help pay for the future com-
puters in front of Student Life.
Appeals
Several organizations asked for appeals. The
Caribbean Student Association appealed for
$17,650 and received $7,900; LASO asked for
$1,800 and received $1,100; Pre-law society
asked for $300 and received half the amount;
Sigma Alpha Delta asked for $823 and received
$450; Student organization for Caribbean
Appreciation asked for $10,750 and received
$5,000 and lastly the West Indian Cultural Club
asked for $12,400 and received $6,200. All
appeals were passed.
Finance
For the first time Desi Club appealed for an
amount of $11,000 and received $600 which
will cover for the rest of the semester. The
Haitian Culture Society received a budget of
$600; Hip-Hop 201 asked for $2,000 and
received $1,000; Kappa Phi Alpha asked for
$3,500 and received $1,500 and the new club
Young Intellectuals received $300.
Campus Affairs
The Vagina Monologues event will be held
on March 23 in the multipurpose room at 6
p.m. Majors and Career fair will take place on
April 1.
Legislative affairs
Jodie Ann reported that Lobby Day was a
success. She spoke about the idea of having
two computers (possibly for the whole day) in
front of Student Life for students to send letters
to legislators.
Evening and Part time Affairs
Career Day will be on Friday, March 16.
Student Al Green suggested to have the Day
Care Center expand its service hours from the
current 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. Flyers will be dis-
played to gather information on how necessary
this proposal is to parents. The Marketing
Expo will be held next Thursday and as usual
resume and business attire are required.
Old Business
The complaints set forth by students was a
success. Students learned more about USG and
Baruch services available to students. On
Thursday, Club Counsel will meet to address
any issues relevant to clubs.
New Business
Lower Senator Amy Sapahal reported that
Professor Susan Goldstein is asking for $4,600
for the Spring Speech Festival to pay for
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“Winged Victory of Samothrace.”
Of all the works on view, “The Gray Echo
IV” by Julio Valdez was the most captivating.
The work is an intaglio print (known for
enabling the artist to range the effects from
painterly to highly detailed) made through a
solar plate process, which the artist chose to
hand-color. As the title suggests, the print is
created using a palette of mostly grays. The lay-
ered image contains dense areas of interwoven,
jagged lines contrasted sharply against
smoother, more uniform outer regions populat-
ed by rows of short, thick and disconnected
marks. 
The focal point is occupied by a somewhat
representational image of a male infant, from
whose navel rises a spiral of tiny, orange-col-
ored lines. Such a conveyance of sound on a
two-dimensional plane is very reminiscent of a
modern European influence upon the artist by
Edvard Munch’s “The Scream.” Lying on an
outline of the map of the Dominican Republic,
the child might represent a reborn, but not yet
wholly developed, nation. 
Moving to and from the light-colored outline
of the island are abstract silhouettes of people
rendered largely in dark grays, although some
still carry the island’s vibrant colors of yellow
and pink. These seem to recall the Republic’s
long history of emigration and immigration,
beginning with the introduction of African
Slaves and culminating in the modern-day con-
cern of economically driven Diaspora from the
Republic. 
Valdez, himself a native of the Dominican
Republic, driven to leave it for the artistic hub
of the world, New York City, appears to repre-
sent the conflict and fate of thousands like him. 
Undoubtedly, the works of Valdez, Sánchez
and Ballester will touch deep into the hearts of
many New Yorkers and Baruch students, indi-
viduals whose search for identity brings them
to the crossroads of collective memories and
new experiences. These artists are able to select
and mark on the vast canvas of history a tiny
spec of the realities facing the 21st century. As
Ballester once wrote: “In what I would like to
call the multicultural Diaspora now underway,
millions of exiles, refugees, and migrant labor-
ers are becoming multi-polarized individuals.
Viewing this aspect of globalization through
the lens of an exile, my art manifests an attempt
to make sense of this process, to preserve




“Life is a lot like jazz - it’s best when you
improvise,” said George Gershwin, one of the
most famous jazz composers and innovators.
And if our lives could be as full of flawless and
exuberant improvisations as the music of Ted
Piltzecker’s septet that performed at the
Engelman Recital Hall on February 26, the
world would be a perfect place. Especially if
we were capable of achieving such a harmony
as the septet’s musicians, who managed to cre-
ate smooth and, at the same time, incredibly
exciting and engaging flow of sound.
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tionally proficient and in bonding
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A piece by Juan Sanchez titled “Victoria de Samatracia (Afro-Taina).” It is a pho
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(Photo/ Katherine Velasquez)
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unds used for private col-
put public colleges at a major competitive dis-
advantage for state funds as they are neophytes
in wooing potential donors.  SUNY’s private
fundraising efforts are two years old and
CUNY’s have not yet begun.
Many public college officials have com-
plained that they shouldn’t have to abide by the
$3 to $1 ratio as they are not experienced and
ready for campaigning. One school has not
even kept an alumni list.
Smaller public officials are also concerned
they are at a disadvantage as they have a small-
er and poorer alumni pool to draw donations
and endowments from.
CICU president Abraham Lackman has pro-
Begging For Cash
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Baruch Loses Class Act
He was the kind man that stood in the corner at every Study Abroad fair.  Tall in stature.  Polite in
manner.  
Dr. Richard Brody, director of the Study Abroad Program and one of the class acts of Baruch College
sadly passed away on Wednesday, March 3, 2004. 
Baruch students are left with a multitude of memories from the Great Wall of China, the bright lights
of Tokyo, Japan, to the snow capped mountains of Sweden or the goldolas of Italy. Students had a
friendly companion across the globe who kept in constant contact from his perch at the office in the
Weissman Center for International Business.  
Brody had been dedicated to Baruch College and the broadening of students horizons.
He initially served as the director of the Career Development Center.
He moved on to expand the school’s study abroad program from a mere nine students to a program
that sends over 100 students around the world every semester.
Brody kept close watch on the Baruch contingent that was traveling overseas and was helpful to the
students visiting Baruch as well.
Brody, despite fighting off various battles throughout his lifetime always remained true to the same
core group of people: the students.  He always had the time to answer a question in his polite and soft-
spoken manner.  
He always made sure that he put the students first no matter what ills he had, making all efforts to be
in his office as frequently as possible as an advisor for those who studied abroad.
Many of his co-workers found him as being more than just a boss, he was good friend.  Many spoke
about the extra effort that he gave to complete a job and delivering a wise word.
Baruch College has lost more than an advisor.  We lost a great friend.
USG Races Uncontested
Look who is back!  
Your friendly College government and all of the trimmings that come with it have returned to talk
some more.  The names past legends, C.U.R.E. (College Undergraduates Reinventing Education),
P.O.W.E.R. (Political Opportunities with Equal Representation), P.R.O.G.R.E.S.S.  (Political
Representation Organizing Guiding Respecting Encouraging and Supporting Students) and Bridge
Party have dissipated.
A new core of government members has emerged with little opposition.  The 23 candidates that are
currently in place are a far cry from the 97 that battled it out last April, littering the Vertical Campus
with paper and affixing banners in every possible crevasse, nook and cranny that had not seen the face
of the election.
This year, there is one party.  UNITY.  Made up of 21 candidates, all but only one is unopposed for
governmental seats.   UNITY, a few members shy, looks to bring stability into the student government.
Each member has not been locked in to their new position.  
Except for one.
President.  Two known figures on the Baruch campus will square off in a head-to-head battle for the
seat at the head of the U.S.G. table.
Incumbent Adrian Lovell has developed a reputation that has permeated throughout the school of
awareness, caring and involvement from keeping close tabs of the many administrative moves that
occur in the school as well keeping score of any Baruch Bearcats sporting event.
Lovell’s opponent, Sime Marnika is running as an independent and has proven himself as a leader on
court for the Baruch Bearcats men’s basketball team.  He can be frequently seen mingling with the stu-
dent body and participating in many activities across the social spectrum.
He has to use his campaign to prove his knowingness of the matters that drive the day-to-day affairs
of Baruch College that go beyond the court itself.  
Unlike the five candidates that were bombarding the student body in the previous election, this year
there are only two.  Two voices to be heard and one collective decision that is to be made.  The jour-
ney to the April 20-22 election has just begun.  
“I’m not mean, I’m not cruel. It’s the Big Brother!”
- Stephen Goldberg, director of International Student 
Services in reference to the SEVIS system, used to 
track international students
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Gay Marriage Won’t Hurt Us
DAN MARCHIONE 
It has been all over the news lately – from
The New York Times to the L.A. Daily News.
Even President Bush has gotten his two cents
in about it.  From Boston to San Francisco, it is
the legalization of same-sex marriages.  Not an
utterly new concept but one that still causes a
great uproar nationwide.  
The idea of being homosexual is certainly an
old idea. It is so old it is biblical, literally.
Homosexuality is mentioned numerous times
in the Bible in reference both to the actions of
men at the time, as well as how it should be
viewed in a religious society.  This is a book
whose writings are centuries old.  However,
those who do not accept the Bible as a histori-
cal reference realize that it has been publicized
by numerous historians, and that even
Alexander the Great had moments of homo-
sexual tendencies.  
Growing up, being gay had nothing to do
with sexuality.  It was simply a word of degra-
dation used amongst friends in playful pester-
ing of one another.  Upon reaching junior high
school the idea of “gay” was no longer of teas-
ing but now an idea of sexuality.  It was around
this time that I learned through my Christian
studies that being homosexual was and is con-
sidered wrong in God’s eyes and that all who
were homosexual would be condemned from
heaven.  It was an idea that I would carry with
me from the sixth grade all the way until I
reached high school.  
High school is a time of immense growth.
This growth comes on many levels, including
physical and mental growth.  This time was no
different for me.  It would be the time I devel-
oped my own views on homosexuality.  I still
held firm onto my religious beliefs but took the
opportunity to interpret the meanings different-
ly from before.  That is not to say that I chose
which rules to follow and which not to follow,
but rather I realized that some of the rules were
outdated and impractical.  This personal reve-
lation of mine coincided with a close friend’s
awakening.  She took a great personal risk to
admit, in a Christian high school, that she was
in fact gay.  It blew the minds of many of the
students and she was victim to verbal and
physical abuse.  However, my view of her
never changed.  I took the admission of my
friend in stride and often wondered why others
(her parents included) could not accept some-
one whom they loved dearly now that she
admitted to being gay.  
According to Webster’s Dictionary, “marry”
means to join together as husband and wife.
According to my faith, marriage is the sacred
union between a man and a woman.  These are
ideas held fixed by millions of people across
the country, one of which happens to be the
president of our great nation.  President Bush
has suggested that we take a serious stand
against same-sex marriages and ban it nation-
wide through an amendment to the constitu-
tion. 
However, I must disagree with President
Bush and Governor Schwarzenegger, who both
see this as a major threat to our society.  I
refuse to believe that who people sleep with or
choose to spend the rest of their lives with is a
matter of national objection that requires an
amendment to be passed.  This is supposed to
be the land of the FREE.  Men marrying men
or women marrying women should be accept-
able in a supposedly free society, such as the
one we live in.  Look at the divorce rates for
“traditional” marriages.  It is said that nearly
half of all marriages today end in divorce.  Well
gay people cannot do much worse than that!  
So whether it is two men getting married or
two women choosing to spend their lives
together, I say go right ahead.  It is not my
lifestyle or a lifestyle I endorse but they are not
hurting anyone. So to me, there is nothing
wrong with that.  
Embrace Outsourcing In Fashion
If you are a fashionista, chances are you
make an effort to check the label of the
clothes you buy to make sure they are manu-
factured in New York, Paris, or in stylish
Milan.  But the truth is that about half of the
clothes sold in the United States are manufac-
tured in other countries.   
There are many in the fashion industry, and
outside of it, who are outraged by the fact that
manufacturing jobs are taken away from
Americans and given to our neighbors over-
seas.  But should we really be afraid of out-
sourcing in the fashion industry?
There is no doubt that fashion is not just
about the skinny models and latest trends; it is
a very profitable business.  The fashion indus-
try is the fourth largest in the world.  The
annual revenues of the apparel industry are
equal to $172 billion nationwide, and it
employs 4.64 million people.
The use of offshore assembly is necessary if
the fashion industry is to continue to be prof-
itable and successful.  To really understand
the issue of outsourcing we need to look back
two centuries to the work of David Ricardo
and his Law of Comparative Advantage.  If it
is cheaper to produce something overseas, it is
better for Americans to import it and not pro-
duce it at home. In the end, resources are allo-
cated to where they can be more productive,
and with the aid of competition and outsourc-
ing, prices are lowered. 
Who can argue with this idea, and since
when is having lower prices and saving
resources bad?
There are hundreds of fashion designers
working in America today. Their competition
is aggressive and their expenses high. When I
was an intern for a New York fashion design-
er (who will go unnamed), one of the respon-
sibilities I had was to remove labels from
clothes that stated they were “Made in
China.”  Another intern would then sew on
different labels, which would make the cus-
tomer believe the clothes were manufactured
in fashionable New York.  This business prac-
tice was necessary because it is more com-
forting for fashion-conscious individuals to
know that clothes are made in fashionable
cities.  But with the help of outsourcing, the
designer was able to stay in business and be
profitable.  
However, just because certain clothes are
manufactured outside of the United States, it
does not mean that the manufacturing industry
is entirely gone from America.  If it is cheap-
er for American designers to manufacture cer-
tain clothes in this country, they will.  The
Fashion District in New York City is full of
factories where clothes are sewn.  They pro-
duce 18 percent of women’s outerwear.
Twenty-eight percent of dresses are made in
the United States.  I have visited a number of
these factories; they employ a lot of people
and are very busy. 
Outsourcing is not evil; it is beneficial and
effective!  We as Americans should continue
to support American designers and buy their
clothes no matter where they are manufac-
tured.
IRINA AREFYEVA
WRITE FOR THE TICKER
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Baruch’s Crowded Elevators
For the first time in my life I feel free to
express my thoughts and reflect on the current
crisis in Georgia—the fraudulent elections, the
public demonstrations, the resignation of
President Shevardnadze, and the uncertainty
that lies ahead. I and many other journalists,
especially non-Georgians, were not able to
share our opinion with the public openly and
criticize the government because we were con-
cerned with our safety.
However, here in the United States I can do
it and I’d like the most diverse college in the
world to know what is happening in one of the
post-Soviet Union republics. 
Several times since 1990, Georgia has been
in the headlines of news as a country with an
unstable political situation, nationalistic ten-
dencies, and lack of respect for human rights. It
first appeared in the news in 1990, when  Zviad
Gamsakhurdia came to power with his violent
and nationalistic program. The ideology of this
first post-Soviet leader of Georgia was full of
hatred and discrimination toward the minorities
of the state. Moreover, he was able to infect the
common population of Georgia with this hatred
and violence, blaming Jews, Russians,
Armenians and others for all political and eco-
nomic problems in the country.
In 1992, Gamsakhurdia was overthrown and
soon after, Georgia was plunged into civil war,
followed by local wars with ethnic minorities –
Abkhaz and Osetins.  These wars just raised the
hatred toward all minorities who came to be
considered unfaithful to Georgia. As a result,
the most vulnerable were, and still are, Jews,
Armenians, Russians and some Muslims. 
The return of Shevardnadze to Georgia at the
end of 1992 didn’t change the situation. Twice
there was an attempt to assassinate him, which
proved the fact that he was unable to control
the situation and had a strong opposition. He
wasn’t able to develop democratic reforms and
soon began violating his own democratic
promises, trying to remain in power for as long
as possible, and falsifying the results of the
recent elections in 2003. Finally, he became a
victim of his own unfair political game.
Shevardnadze didn’t meet the high expecta-
tions set on him. Although the president
excelled in the international arena, earning
Georgia a membership in major organizations
as the U.N., European Council, and others, he
pulled the country into the den of corruption
and economic and social problems. There were
high rates of unemployment, a lack of electric-
ity and central heating, etc. Much of the
Western aid received by Georgia for the past
decade (only $1.2 billion from the U.S. gov-
ernment) didn’t get proper usage. Driving
around Tbilisi, the capital of the Georgia, one
could pinpoint marvelous mansions that
belonged to the members of the Shevardnadze
family, unfitting in the somber scenery of a
post-Soviet Union developing state. 
Newspaper articles were seriously censored,
especially after the death of a very famous
Georgian journalist—Sanaia—who criticized
one of Shevardnadze’s policies during that
president’s rule. This way the government tried
to control the media and press, preventing jour-
nalists from revealing the political crisis in
Georgia, minority discrimination, and harbor-
ing of Chechen terrorists on its soil—all facts
that could worsen the diplomatic relations with
the rest of the world.
Shevardnadze had about a year to remain in
office. The rumors had spread that the constitu-
tion will be changed to allow the president to
run for a third term. When the president’s party
once again won the parliamentary elections last
November, the opposition, supported by the
Georgian people, rose against him. For a cou-
ple of days, crowds of people from all over
Georgia engaged in the civil discourse. Finally
on Nov. 23, 2003, the opposition entered the
parliament and Shevardnadze resigned. Many
of the pro-Shevardnadze people holding high
positions in Georgia had to leave after the pres-
ident resigned.
This transformation must be also credited to
“ENOUGH,” a movement composed mainly of
university students. Sponsored by the Open
Society Foundation, these people spread flyers,
drew pictures of fists and wrote “ENOUGH”
on the walls and pavements in Georgia, and
helped spark the anti-government sentiment in
the public. 
The new opposition that overthrew President
Shevardnadze has now gained support of the
Georgian population, skillfully playing on their
nationalistic feelings, promising prosperity to
Georgians and return of all former Georgian
territories.  This means war and destabilization
once again. This has placed fear among ethnic
minorities in Georgia, whose situation has
already worsened. I just hope that people will
be reasonable enough not to repeat the mis-
takes from the past.
Georgia: “Democracy” or Upheaval?
NINO LALAIANTS
THE TICKER  OP-ED  MARCH 15, 200412
The Passion Against The Christ
ADALY ROSADO JR.
Should racism still be an issue?  That was the
question posed to us last week.  How timely a
question, it being Black History month and all.
The author even quoted Martin Luther King
Jr.’s famous “I Have a Dream” speech, stirring
in us feelings of complacency, or as King said
in that same speech, “engage [us] in the luxury
of cooling off.  [Encourage us to] take the tran-
quilizing drug of gradualism.”  I consider that
a threat to the common good.  How dare some-
one use the words of a civil rights leader to
encourage us to accept the lowest definition of
equality!  Whatever progress has been made is
well and good, but let us not get distracted by
it.  
“We can never be satisfied as long as [a per-
son of color] is the victim of the unspeakable
horrors of police brutality.”  Once again from
the “I Have a Dream” speech.  And here’s two
more: “We can never be satisfied as long as [a
person of color’s] basic mobility is from a
smaller ghetto to a larger ghetto,” and “Now is
the time to lift our nation from the quicksands
of racial injustice to the solid rock of brother-
hood.”  The speech was made to inspire us to
take action, and not be pleased by having basic
freedoms.  Yes, I can sit in the front of the bus;
yes, I can walk into any restaurant, and yes, I
can drive when and wherever I want. But let us
be clear: I can be asked to get off the bus
because “I fit the description of a suspect,” I
can be seated near the kitchen or in a nice cor-
ner of any upscale restaurant, and let us not for-
get that I can be stopped for a “routine traffic
check.”  And until that stops, racism will still
be an issue.  In short, the progress that we have
made amounts to this: we no longer eat bread-
crumbs, but table scraps.  
People ought not to quote from speeches
unless they fully understand them and their
importance, but I appreciate the question being
asked.   
J’AYN A. PLUMMER
The Anti-Defamation League has complaints
about “The Passion of the Christ.”  They say it
can lead to anti-Semitism.  Other people such
as Jami Bernard (New York Daily News
reporter), and David Ansen (Newsweek), say
that the movie is too violent. 
Among the complaints of the ADL against
“The Passion of The Christ” is that “Mr.
Gibson’s film reinforces the notion that the
Jewish authorities and the Jewish mob are the
ones ultimately responsible for the
Crucifixion.”  This, however, is not the case.
For Christians, this is their faith.  To be a
Christian is to believe that Jesus is the Son of
God who came to die for all of humanity,
including the Jews.   As for the responsibility
for the Crucifixion, the movie does show a mob
of Jews and high priests taking Jesus to Pilate
and to King Herod to have him crucified, but
upon being denied by both, they took him back
to Pilate and Pilate condemned him to death.
The Roman soldiers, not the Jews, are the ones
who physically put Jesus on the cross. Clearly,
in the movie both the Jews and Romans played
a role in the crucifixion of Jesus.    
This movie has both positive and negative
Jewish characters.  Jesus and Mary were both
Jews.  Veronica, the woman who cleaned
Jesus’s face with a towel after he fell, was also
a Jew.  Many Christians of all denominations
think that it is unrealistic to fear that any Jews
will be hurt because of the movie. “The
Passion of the Christ” is not about the Jews or
any other group killing Jesus, but is about the
love that Jesus has for us.  It would be against
Christian beliefs to have any hate toward any
group of people. 
Furthermore, if we look at Jesus’s crucifixion
through the eyes of faith, we all killed Jesus.
Every time we sin, we kill him.  He died for all
of us so that we “may have eternal life.”  In
addition, he is not dead. If you look at the
Bible, Jesus was resurrected in three days.  This
is shown in the last scene of the movie when
the rock covering Jesus’s stone was rolled away
and Jesus is seen walking.  
The ADL also says that in the future when this
film hits the DVD market it will “be shown in
youth gatherings, religious schools and other
places without regard to modern scholarship
and teachings.”  Whether or not somebody per-
sonally believes that the film has modern teach-
ings or not is irrelevant.  To Christians, this is
an essential part of their faith.  Many people
have been converted to Christianity after read-
ing and praying along to the famous biblical
quote 
“John 3:16” which says, “For God loved the
world so much that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in Him may not die
but have eternal life.”
While the ADL and others are worried about
anti-Semitism in the movie, there is none.
Gibson said, “I really wanted to express the
hugeness of the sacrifice, as well as the horror
of it.  But I also wanted a film that has…an
abiding sense of love, because it is ultimately a
story of faith, hope and love…” 
Gibson did a good job of making the film
express feelings of love.  A friend of mine who
is a priest said that “[he] can never pray the
Stations of the Cross again without seeing the
images of “The Passion of The Christ” again in
[his] mind.”  Another priest I know points out
that it is different to hear about someone suf-
fering in the hospital than to go see them suffer.
He said that the film “makes you walk the suf-
fering of Christ and [see] his love for us.”  I
know of at least two cases in which people said
they were going back to church after seeing this
film.  One of them attended church on Ash
Wednesday.  
Anti-Semitism is not the only problem people
have with “The Passion of the Christ.”  Some
people say the movie is too violent.  The truth
is that they did not give candy to Jesus when
they were crucifying him.  It might have even
been bloodier than what we got to see in the
film. In the beginning of the film, the blood that
Jesus sweats is barely visible; in reality it might
have been more.  In addition, the Gospels say
that Jesus was slapped and asked, “Prophet
who hit you?” but this was not in the film.  Yes,
the film is definitely violent, but this is not
something new in our society.  “Gladiator” was
a very violent film in which gladiators fought
amongst themselves and with animals until
their opponents were dead.  In the movie
“Scarface,” a man’s arm is chopped off with a
chainsaw.  In “The Texas Chainsaw Massacre,”
a man with a chainsaw hunts down people.
Violence is definitely not something new in
films. 
“The Passion of The Christ” is a great film
that portrays the last 12 hours of Jesus’s life.  It
is a film about the love of Christ for the world
and is not in any way anti-Semitic.  The film is
rated R for violence so if your child would be
horrified with other movies such as “Scarface”
then do not take them; but if they can handle
those movies then you should take them.
Everyone should see this film.  For people of
faith it is a great depiction of what Jesus did
and might even help people build better rela-
tionships with God.  For others it is simply a
great work of art. 
Let Us Leave Racism Behind
JAMES QUINN
This is in reply to Dan Marchione’s “Should
Racism Still Be An Issue?” (Feb. 23, 2004, Op-
Ed). 
To begin, I take issue with your portrait of
Councilman Charles Barron. Barron is a distin-
guished member of our ever able City Council.
Remember that this is a body that every so
often will rename a street or raise our taxes just
to make sure that we know they still exist. Even
in this Chamber of Loons, however, some stand
out; there are those that are beacons of compe-
tence, such as Councilmembers Moskowitz,
Vallone and Oddo, and then there are those like
Barron, King of the Loons. 
I have never enjoyed the idea of term limits
(the general inanity that the City Council has
devolved into since term limits came into effect
has done nothing but confirm my reservations
about them), but I do draw some comfort from
the knowledge that Barron’s time on the public
weal is finite. The truly frightening thing is that
Barron was freely elected by the people of the
42nd District; truly a chilling reflection of the
voting citizens of the forty-deuce.
That said, regarding the marrow of
Marchione’s opinion piece, no, I believe that
racism should not be an issue, especially in the
magnitude it often attains. “Racism” has exist-
ed throughout human history, and it will exist
long after our grandchildren have grandchil-
dren. It is the parameters that make up “race”
that change. The Know Nothings saw the Irish
as an un-assimilative race, and the patrician lib-
erals of John V. Lindsay’s time saw Italians as
a lesser race (but stated this discreetly, of
course). Sixty years ago, my wife and I would
be guilty of breaking miscegenation laws;
today we face no legal sanction, though we are
labeled by bureaucrats and sociologists as sep-
arate “races.” To illustrate the fallacy of race, I
ask what “race” does this make our children?
Are they not our blood? 
Thanks for playing, my dear classifiers of
skin pigmentation and bone structure. You lose,
now go home.
By officially sanctioning this archaic idea of
race, we also prop up some disastrous govern-
mental-sponsored “remedies” that target the
idea of race. A prime example is affirmative
action. This is a program that was born of a
noble idea: to help lift up an entire section of
the population which was previously hobbled
by officially sanctioned, racially based discrim-
ination. This moral wrong was to be righted
through more officially sanctioned, racially
based discrimination! Brilliant!
Today, it is much easier to prop up affirma-
tive action policies and live with the inherent
distrust, divisiveness, injustice and all the other
societal collateral damage that it inherently
brings, than to do what is really needed in
America. It is far cheaper to have an
AA/EEO/Diversity department in every uni-
versity, corporation, and governmental agency
of consequence than it is to actually fix our
urban public school system, provide a stable
national environment for families to flourish,
and to end the hideously misguided “War on
Drugs” (for example). In the end, it is easier to
cherry-pick the best and the brightest from
each “racial-group” so that you can satisfy the
quota-gods, and call it a day. The other way is
too damn hard.
Is racism still an issue? Sure. As long as there
are ignorant people, it will be an issue and as
anyone who has driven in Manhattan’s rush
hour can attest, we have plenty of those. As far
as issues go, however, it’s more heat than light,
lets move on.
Racism Still An Issue
“True Sacrifice”
MUMINA ABDULLAH
In response to the article on “Animal Cruelty”
in February’s Ticker, I would like to say on
behalf of the Muslim population in Baruch --
that wasn’t consulted before this article was
published -- there were things that needed to be
addressed in that article and many mistakes.
“Eid ul Adha” is a day of sacrifice and celebra-
tion for Muslims, but many people don’t under-
stand why it’s so important.
The holiday commemorates the day when
God commanded Prophet Abraham (peace be
upon him) to sacrifice his son Ishmael (pbuh,)
and both chose to go along with it and surren-
der their worldly attachments instead.  At the
point of sacrifice God told Abraham it was just
a test, and an animal should be sacrificed
instead of his son. One reason for this was to
end the sacrifice of humans, which was carried
out as an offering to the “Gods” people
believed in during that time period.  The verses
that tell this account are [37:101-111] in the
Quran. 
From this, one learns that the animal that was
sacrificed in Ishmael’s (pbuh) stead was not the
“true” sacrifice but rather, it was that Prophet
Abraham (pbuh) and Prophet Ishmael (pbuh)
were both willing to do it.  How many of us
will ever be asked to undertake a test of this
caliber? The odds are very slim, but we’re test-
ed in different ways and the hardest ones are
the struggles with our inner desires and wants.
We are supposed to realize how much they
were willing to sacrifice and how little many of
us are willing to today. To say that the act of
sacrificing an animal is unnecessary or point-
less is not up to you. You have no authority to
deem a tradition, which has no malicious intent
and is done in the hopes of increasing one’s
faith and making one more grateful to God,
worthless.  
You failed to mention in your article that
although sacrificing an animal in America,
where we have meat for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, may seem like no big deal, in many
parts of the world having meat is a very big
deal. People work weeks to get enough money
to purchase a lamb or baby calf for their fami-
lies. Gratefully, most of the world is not yet
desensitized to their lifestyles and acknowl-
edges that to some people, meat is not only a
luxury but also a great blessing. For you to
undermine and cheapen the value of their sac-
rifice is unspeakable. When those individuals
give up their “dear” hard-earned money, it’s a
“true” sacrifice to them, in every sense of the
word.
I agree with your statements about animal
cruelty. It’s an atrocious and unacceptable act.
Islam does not teach it and neither, like you
stated, does the Sunnah (sayings and teachings
of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)). One can
come to the conclusion then that the people
who are treating these animals viciously aren’t
following the rules and regulations of the reli-
gion.  If these animal handlers are being cruel
to these innocent beings it isn’t a reflection on
the entire religion, or a ritual.  It is, and can be
nothing more than a reflection on those indi-
viduals and their demented mindsets. 
Perhaps after reading this, you understand
that you cannot “leave out” a specified ritual
because you find it makes no sense or is
unneeded. Instead, you should read the reason-
ing behind these actions and base your accusa-
tions on that, rather than the procedures these
traditions are carried out under, over which we
have little or no control. Maybe then you would
realize that your argument lies not with the
Islamic tradition, but with the meat slaughter-
houses, deliverers and companies that mistreat
these animals.  
You also suggest in your article that Muslims
should “donate money to poor people.” This is
a wonderful idea, but you must have forgotten
that Islam already covers that area in the form
of “Zakaah,” which is a yearly charitable oblig-
ation that every Muslim who is earning a living
or owns possessions of considerable value has
to make. 
In writing this I do not wish to start a “Ticker
tag” of back and forth controversy, or for this to
get out of hand.  I hope I have not offended you
or anyone else.  My only intention was to
express my opinion like you have, and to pro-
vide clarity on issues that might have been mis-
construed by the Baruch community.  I hope I
have done that.
“The truth is that they
did not give candy to
Jesus when they were
crucifying him.”
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A Black Man’s Perspective
KALIMAH PRIFORCE
Interracial dating, though as politically cor-
rect as we make it seem, is still a very hot topic
that our generation has inherited. Our
American society is becoming increasingly
ethnically plural, therefore I greatly enjoyed
both replies to my original article: “Finding a
Wife: An Asian Perspective,” and “A Black
Woman’s Dilemma.” Phillip, I admire your
ability to express yourself through words on
the issue of “diversity in identity” and how that
has reflected in your romantic experiences. I
also commend you on your convictions on
actively engaging in the process of a commit-
ted relationship while in college.  Martine, I
admire the very strong stance you take on the
issue of black men who date and marry white
women.  Not only are your words a clear
response to a pressing issue in the
black/African-American community, they are
also what you see as the psychology behind the
choices several black men make in choosing a
partner.  
Oh yeah, it’s certainly informally discussed
within the black community, and depending on
the context of our background, we are reared
and socially conditioned not to date outside our
race.  Yet, it doesn’t end with race.  It ranges
from religion, ethnicity, culture, economic
class, and sometimes what location a “brotha”
or “sistah” is from.  But does that make us dis-
tinct?  Of course not. All communities experi-
ence this.  So what is distinct about the black
community?  
When statistically compared to other com-
munities, it would probably be the dispropor-
tionate number of educated, working, white-
collar, sometimes blue collar black men with
no children, who are healthy and disease free,
attractive, have good credit, are spiritual and
career-oriented.  Heck, who doesn’t want that?
If I were any woman, I’d want that too.
Nonetheless, what exactly is the issue?  Is it
black men dating white women?
Sincerely, I don’t think you got the message
of my first article, and focused mainly on the
fact that I had a romantic encounter with a
woman outside my race and culture (she was
French). It is a fact, especially an American
fact. My country is obsessed with race, and
Americans in general have limited exposure to
world cultures and experiences.  Some statis-
tics to consider: 80 to 92 percent of Americans
don’t have U.S. passports. The fall 2002 enroll-
ment in degree granting institutions was
15,312,289, yet only 160,920 U.S. college stu-
dents received credit for going abroad in
2001/2002 (Institute for International
Education).  The average white person in met-
ropolitan America lives in a neighborhood that
is 80 percent white and only seven percent
black, and the numbers are even drastically
lower when it comes to Caribbean-American’s
interaction with white-Americans.
Opportunities like higher education expose
African-Americans and the general population
as a whole to different cultures.  Not being too
personal, but going to the ballet and shopping
at Bloomingdale’s relates more closely to
“class” than cross-cultural interest.  When peo-
ple in general study global issues or travel
abroad, they realize that race isn’t as much of
an obsession as it is in the United States, and
depending on where we travel, many of our
people find themselves being treated different-
ly.  Moreover, one thing we have in common,
black or white, is that when we leave this coun-
try, we are all Americans.
More African-American women are steam-
rolling into financial and career success, taking
a look around, and not seeing any black men
around. Of course, it is a serious issue that
more black men are in jail than in college, but
should that determine matters of the heart?
Only you can place yourself into the catego-
ry of an “average” sister.  I don’t consider
myself as an “average” anybody. “Average”
and I had a fight in kindergarten, and I told him
to meet me outside at three o’clock. He never
showed up, and haven’t seen him ever since.
Conventionality?  I sold it for a Gameboy.  So
why would I want to be with an “average” any-
one, no matter what her ethnicity or culture is?
That goes back to why we want relationships in
the first place.  Anyone reading this article
should place this paper down and seriously ask
yourself why if they do, want or have someone
in their life?  
Do you know what my answer is?  The stan-
dard of beauty I learned to go by is the capaci-
ty to bring out the extraordinary in a human
being and the heart to appreciate it when it’s
shared.  It is rare, and if it’s in Green County,
Pu Dong, Johannesburg, Bhutan, Perugia, or
here at Baruch, hosanna! It’s time to celebrate!
We create the atmosphere into which we invite
people, and an atmosphere of hostility and ugly
thinking isn’t inviting to a person who desires
freedom and a relationship that allows them to
create themselves based on their passions,
hopes, and dreams.  
Martine, your “dilemma” should never be
resolved at the cost of another man’s happiness.
That means that there is a winner and a loser,
and when we as a people stop thinking about
what we “feel” we lost or are losing, then we
rediscover how much we have gained and can
achieve.  Black is not a color; it’s an origin that
is everywhere and always. 
White Entitlement
NED HASANOFF
While reading the last issue of The Ticker, I
stumbled across an article by Jennifer Blecher
titled “Finally, A Whites-Only Scholarship.”
Oh my, what a debate this will stir up in the
next few issues to come.  Finally, someone (and
a female at that) has the b***s to speak up
against affirmative action.  As soon as my
friends and I read the article, there was a slight
tension in the air as some voiced their opinions
for it, while others, mostly but not limited to
minorities, denounced it as racism, stupidity,
and the like.
I’m sure that in Baruch, with a student popu-
lation as diverse as it is, there are many out
there who agree and disagree.  So, being a
Baruch student (you guessed it, a white male)
with a GPA that will even make most Asian
students jealous, and all the intellect that comes
with it, I would like to say one thing to Jennifer
Blecher - “you go girl.”  
Whites, especially the males, have been get-
ting ripped off over the last few years, espe-
cially in the last decade.  Now, before all the
members of the NAACP and other minority
groups start banging down my door, please lis-
ten to a few examples I have experienced in my
life.  This past year, the Supreme Court ruled
that while quota systems were illegal, giving
preferences, which were not specified, to
minorities, is ok.  Now, where does that leave
the average Joe, like myself?  Well, going
nowhere fast if you ask me.  
I was born in Australia, to parents who were
immigrants from the weird countries of
Uzbekistan and Turkistan (if you’ve actually
heard of these, let alone know where they are,
my hats off to you).  In 1989, my parents came
to the United States.  They are immigrant-
immigrants, if that makes any sense.  I worked
hard in school and at my job, and I hope to
attend a top law school next year.  Now, lets say
a law school gives preferences and accepts a
few minority students each year, even if they
reject more qualified candidates.  And if I were
one of those people who were rejected because
I am white, I’d be pretty pissed off.  
I wasn’t here for slavery, and all those other
offenses condoned by this government years
ago, and my grandparents were probably milk-
ing cows in the mountains of Uzbekistan.  That
situation, which is not rare, seems a bit
inequitable to me.  One specific example is that
of my cousin.  He went to NYU as an under-
grad, graduated with a 3.8 GPA, had an LSAT
score of 164 (which is the 90th percentile), and
had work experience from the World Bank.
While he was rejected from Columbia Law
School, his friend, a female who is Colombian
(the nationality), was accepted with a lower
GPA and an LSAT score of 159.  
Examples like this (and there are many), scare
the crap out of hardworking white dudes like
myself.  While this debate will never end in our
lifetime, I guess a quote from one famous civil
rights leader would be sufficient to rest my case
(I’m sure you’ve heard of him). 
“I have a dream that one day this nation will
rise up and live out the true meaning of its
creed: We hold these truths to be self-evident:
that all men are created equal … I have a dream
that my four children will one day live in a
nation where they will not be judged by the
color of their skin, but by the content of their
character.  I have a dream today.”
They Won’t Get The Scholarships Anyway
WYATT BLOCH-POWER
It was interesting that an editorial was written
about the issue of affirmative action in defense
of the recent “whites only” scholarship.  It
seems as though no one really understands
what affirmative action is, and because people
tend to fear what they don’t understand, affir-
mative action is often viewed negatively.  This
negative view takes the form of “white entitle-
ment,” more commonly referred to as reverse
discrimination.  White entitlement is the belief
that affirmative action is bad because it limits
the space available to deserving whites by giv-
ing minorities a “free-ride” based on the color
of their skin.  
First, let me define affirmative action. It was
originally enacted as a way to redress wrongs
to African-Americans that resulted from slav-
ery and to balance the so-called “playing field.”
However, because laws in this country cannot
discriminate against people by excluding
groups, affirmative action has benefited
women (of all races) and other minorities,
besides African-Americans who have emigrat-
ed to the United States.  So in effect, affirma-
tive action has not balanced the playing the
field, but rather, has perpetuated a skewed soci-
ety, wherein the majority and other minority
groups have benefited from policy aimed at
empowering African-Americans.  
The white entitlement argument is flawed in
several ways.  First, schools have a limit to the
amount of students that they can admit in any
given year.  Of 2,000 whites whose exemplary
GPA and SAT scores were similar applied to
Baruch’s 1,000 available seats, half of the stu-
dents would be rejected.  Whites are after all
the majority. Even if minorities are added to the
mix whites are mainly competing against them-
selves for seats.  It is much easier to scapegoat
minorities by blaming them for rejection than
to deal with personal inadequacies.  That is to
say that whites should automatically be accept-
ed to everything they apply. A minority is tak-
ing up useful space because its SAT score is a
bit lower (perhaps because this applicant
couldn’t afford a course at Kaplan).  Is it too
far-fetched an idea that perhaps the minority
applicant’s essay was better written and more
interesting than that of the white’s?  
White entitlement assumes minorities are
simply quotas and don’t necessarily belong at
the institution to which they are accepted.
Second, prestigious schools like Baruch
wouldn’t accept undeserving minorities to fill a
quota because the failures would reflect
adversely on the school’s graduation rates and
retention numbers.  This would then make the
school less attractive, thus lowering enrollment
and revenue from tuition.  So it isn’t in the best
interest of the school to admit poor achievers of
any race?
Scholarships are essential in education.  The
recent “whites only” scholarship thought of by
Jason Mattera is interesting because it is an
attempt, albeit awful, to address some of the
perceived inconsistencies associated with affir-
mative action.  I personally don’t object to the
scholarship, because people are free to use dis-
cretion in awarding their money.  There are
even left-handed scholarships!  There are
scholarships specifically for Jews, Italians,
Polydactyls, Russians, Jamaicans, and
Trinidadian females.  
I take issue because it actually made the
news.  People were up in arms as if his were the
first “whites only” scholarship.  Mattera him-
self is a hypocrite, because he received a schol-
arship for his Puerto Rican heritage.  If he real-
ly wanted to take a stand, he should have
renounced his scholarship.  The reasoning and
logic are moot because his actions are the very
definition of hypocrisy.  Mattera is a minority
when it is suitable for him and white when it
isn’t.    
It is my hope that one day there won’t be a
need for affirmative action. However, today is
not that day.  For affirmative action to be effec-
tive, i.e., balancing the playing field, it cannot
be something that members of the majority
group benefit from or are afraid of.  This
defeats the purpose of equality.  Just think
about it in terms of a race between two people:
one person is in optimum health and the other
has a broken leg and poor vision.  Halfway
through the race, glasses and leg braces are
offered (with the injured racer in mind but
accessible to anyone) after noting the physical
disparity.  At the same time, other runners of
fair health enter the race and use the devices to
their advantage.  The healthy racer has even
crisper vision with the glasses and uses the
braces to propel himself further.  The injured
racer no doubt benefits from the help, but can’t
possibly catch up to the competition.  Is this
fair?  What do you think?
The opinions expressed on the Op-Ed pages are those of the individual writers, and do not necessarily represent the opinions of The Ticker editorial staff.  The Ticker accepts type-
written or e-mailed opinion pieces from Baruch College students. Please note that all pieces must be signed.  Unsigned pieces will not be published. However, when appropriate,
names will be withheld upon request.  Publication of Op-Ed articles is contingent upon an editorial board vote.   Writers should provide day and evening telephone numbers, as
well as an e-mail address if possible. All submissions are subject to editing for space and clarity.  Address all opinion pieces and letters to the Op-Ed editor.
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By PIERRE GUTIERREZ
Contributing Writer
Doing a nice job with the casting, director Joe
Johnston (“Jumanji,” “Jurassic Park III”) deliv-
ers an action-adventure, family film in
“Hidalgo.” Viggo Mortensen, who fans of “The
Lord of The Rings” might remember as
Aragorn, portrayed the character of Frank
Hopkins as best he could. 
Some scenes were like watching an actual
cowboy, namely the scene where he rode bare-
back. Horseback riding was not new to
Mortensen; not only was he seen riding a horse
in “The Lord of the Rings,” but he had also rid-
den horses frequently until the age of 10. 
Another great performance was given by
Omar Sharif, a legend of the silver screen. His
career spans over 40 years, most notably for his
roles in “Lawrence of Arabia” and “Doctor
Zhivago.” What we have here is the story of a
washed-up cowboy, Frank Hopkins
(Mortensen), who joins a race called the Ocean
of Fire. 
Held in the Middle East, this is supposed to
be the most challenging horse race in the world.
This low-life, drunk of a cowboy has very little
to live for and doesn’t mind the idea that he
might die on this 3,000-mile race across the
desert. With the introduction of a few colorful
characters, not to mention a man with a top hat
and monocle, the story takes Frank Hopkins
and his trusty horse, Hidalgo, overseas to begin
their mission. 
With the cowboy now in the Middle East the
viewer gets the feeling Joe Johnston is trying to
portray some sort of “Wild, Wild East.” Instead
of an American cowboy battling red-skin
Injuns, he is set up against a bunch of wild
Middle-Easterners. The odds really seem to be
against Hopkins and it is interesting to watch
him battle the elements. 
Perhaps the sandstorm effects (which might
have been taken directly from “The Mummy”)
might wow the younger viewers, but it wasn’t
groundbreaking work to anyone who has seen a
movie in the last 30 years. With all of the slight
twists and turns this movie makes, what is of
real value is the relationship between Frank
Hopkins and his wild mustang Hidalgo. You
get the “man’s best friend” feel from the inter-
actions between the two. It is reminiscent of the
old “buddy” films of the past, when we see two
men value their relationship more than any-
thing else, only in this film it is a man and a
horse instead of two men. 
“Hidalgo” repeatedly found it self to be pre-
dictable and full of scenes so similar to many
other films in the last couple of decades. If you
are bringing a younger child to a movie, per-
haps you will consider this film, but if not,
don’t waste your time.
In spite of the negative aspects of this film,
the close and sincere relationship between
Frank Hopkins and Hidalgo stirs up that feel-
good type of sentiment. In addition, a positive
change is seen in Frank Hopkins as he becomes
less dependent on alcohol and comes to terms
with other vices. “Hidalgo” is based on the
actual events of the life of Frank Hopkins and
that adds some credibility, earning it some
more points. This is the kind of movie that fares
much better as a weekend rental than a night
out. So if you are up for a low-caliber adven-
ture film, please enjoy “Hidalgo.” And for
those of you who don’t get around to catching
it, it is no real loss. 
Don’t Race to Theaters for Hidalgo
By THOMAS ZADVYDAS
Contributing Writer
Call it a St. Valentine’s Day massacre, or a
sick and twisted celebration of love and loss.
Such was the scene at the Acme Underground
nightclub in Greenwich Village on Saturday,
Feb. 14, where Long Island metal band Inborne
made its live debut with Brooklyn’s Level Six.
Its third show, and second appearance at the
club, Inborne made a passionate and pleasing
first public impression while Level Six played
its most powerful set yet.  By all accounts, it
was an emotionally charged evening for every-
one involved.
The club ditched the Christmas décor present
during Level Six’ second appearance back in
December.  The club’s dark walls, coupled with
a set of colored lights shining harshly from the
stage like miniature suns, made for a macabre
setting and a night of brutal honesty.  This night
was about music, playing, rocking out, and two
bands struggling to find themselves and be rec-
ognized for their talent.
The opening act of the night was another band
from Brooklyn called Die Verse.  Five mem-
bers strong, it strutted about the stage with its
members engaged in a thrash fest while their
punishing hard-core sound pummeled the audi-
ence.  Of noteworthy mention were the thun-
derous double bass beats of drummer George
and the fiercely funky bass lines of one Jarod
Barbuto.  The club’s solid wood floor quivered
like a shaken-up Jell-O mold from Die Verse’s
sonic assault and it would continue to rattle and
rumble throughout the course of the night.
With the club beginning to seriously fill up at
around 9:30 p.m. Inborne took the stage.  This
band, another quintet, has the distinction of cut-
ting across gender lines, as it is female-fronted,
being led by 21-year-old Veronica Bellino of
Port Washington, Long Island.  (She is also an
excellent drummer in another Long Island band
called Silent Fate.)  While her vocal work was
mesmerizing, she was but part of a greater
whole.  Providing sonic support to Bellino’s
impressive vocal work and rounding out the
soul of this band are Dan D’Agostino (guitar),
Ken McBride (guitar) and Dave Emmel (bass).
D’Agostino, McBride, Emmel, and Healy pro-
vided the musical components of a sort of ritu-
al -- one that allowed their singer to draw down
the power of inspiration and project out to their
audience.
The set, which included the hard-driving, trib-
al-like drum patterns linked with grinding,
death metal guitar riffs in the opening song
“Schema,” had some noteworthy moments.
“Source,” a song which betrayed an influence
from gothic band Type O-Negative, had spell-
binding vocal work and skillfully played effect-
laden arpeggios. “Lifeless” was a heart-
wrenching ballad about emotional wounds.
“Eternity” sounded like a deranged waltz by
some orchestra of darkness.  Also played were
two cover songs from the 1980s: “Land of
Confusion” by Genesis and “I Ran” by A Flock
of Seagulls.
“[We] did better than I expected,” said
Bellino, commenting on their live debut.  “I
think it was awesome,” she said when asked
about the crowd response.  By the time Inborne
played, the crowd had swelled considerably.
The band later said on its website that it had the
distinction of having the largest number of
fans.
About 20 minutes after Inborne closed their
set, its stagemate Level Six took the stage.  The
set list was the same as the previous two shows
save for a new song called “These Things,” a
blistering power metal tune that rails against
government corruption and ineptitude.  The
set’s closer featured a pounding opening guitar
riff sounding like a jackhammer ripping apart a
New York City street.  Singer/rhythm guitarist
Lou LaRocco continued to spill out his soulful
vocals and lead guitarist John Henry Sheridan
stood with eyes shut like a shaman in some
mystical, archaic ceremony as he played his
trademark hypnotic guitar licks.  Bassist T.J.
Hoffman added his trademark dose of raw
anger to the songs with his backing power
vocals (especially on “Views,” and “Life
Sentence,” Level Six’s opener).  The band also
happened to give its own disturbing ode to the
Valentine’s Day holiday with the punk-infused
“Love Is A Myth” (one of the more ironic
moments of the night).
The band also covered its influences through
its trademark ‘90s medley of songs by Alice In
Chains, Faith No More, and Rick James.  It also
played a snippet of the sludgy “Sweet Leaf” by
Black Sabbath before launching into “Views.”
An energetic, playful guitar duel between
LaRocco and Sheridan took place, featuring
slices of classic guitar licks from the likes of
AC/DC, Diamond Head, Iron Maiden, and
King Diamond.  This was a good showcase of
the remarkable talent of the band’s two gui-
tarists; they were both well received by the
audience as cheers and applause rose up during
their musical contest of wills.
This show, fittingly held on Valentine’s Day,
was about love.  It was about two bands that
love what they do and a crowd that loved their
music.  By giving dynamite performances,
these two groups showed love for themselves,
the fans, and the unique art form that is rock
music. 
Inborne and Level Six Show Love For 
Fans With a Dynamic Performance 
A bond is formed between the horse, Hidalgo, and its owner Frank Hopkins as they ride
through the Arabian desert. (Photo/ www.hollywood.com)
Greenwich Village’s Acme Underground featured a Valentine’s Day double header featuring
debut rockers Inborne followed by Level Six, who played their third show at the venue.
(Photo/ thewagband.com)
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By SEAN DONOVAN
Staff Writer
The Get Up Kids’ latest album, Guilt
Show (Vagrant Records), is the musical equiva-
lent of “My Big Fat Greek Wedding.” It looks
mainstream. It sounds mainstream. All the
usual clichés are there. But, technically, since it
is financed and distributed by an independent
company, it gets the distinction of being ‘indie.’
So it should come as no surprise that these
Kansas City popsters have turned down lucra-
tive offers from major labels, choosing instead
to remain on that hip emo breeding ground
known as Vagrant Records. Their new CD is
not particularly daring, insightful or innovative.
But, just like that beloved romantic comedy of
ethnic stereotypes, it has enough charm to keep
you entertained regardless.
The buzz of guitars being plugged into ampli-
fiers is the very first thing you hear on Guilt
Show. This is no doubt intended to inject the
album with the “plug in and play” spirit of punk
rock. In actuality, The Get Up Kids spend the
better part of the album wading in the luke-
warm water of mid-tempo guitar pop, gleefully
unadventurous but often infectious. Punk, this
ain’t.
But that was never really the point with The
Get Up Kids anyway. Earnest, catchy, emotion-
al pop songs were always their trade. Their
1999 album Something To Write Home About
was essentially a powerpop record with the odd
acoustic or piano-based track thrown in here
and there. Then in 2001, The Kids were reborn
as an alt-country outfit on the terrific On A Wire
-- a collection of songs packed with enough
introversion and melancholy to fill a month’s
worth of teenage blogs. Guilt Show finds the
band effectively sewing these two styles
together.
The blink-quick “Man of Conviction” gets
things off to an energetic start; its thrashing
power chords and twinkling electric piano
recalling the fast-paced melody of Home. The
Kids haven’t rocked like this in over four years.
And after the song screeches to a halt in under
two minutes, the album never again recaptures
its pulse.
No one said songs have to be heavy and fast
to be good, however. Steady, radio-ready, mod-
erato pop slices dominate the first half of the
record. “The One You Want” is light, hopeful
and breezy with a big, fat hook. The sprightly
bounce of “Wouldn’t Believe It” recalls Wire’s
better moments, until an oddly-placed Las
Vegas lounge coda ruins what was otherwise a
perfectly good pop song.
Guilt Show’s middle section bares its two
strongest tracks – “Martyr Me” and “How Long
Is Too Long?” The former is a supremely
singable anthem. Its lyrics are oblique to the
point of nonsense, but you’ll find yourself
shouting along to its chorus of “Tonight, if
you’re awake at all,” regardless of what you
think it means.
That song’s outro bleeds right in to the superb
“How Long Is Too Long?” If there’s one thing
you can always count on from The Get Up
Kids, it’s huge, Costco-sized, buy-it-in-bulk
choruses. This track has one of the best the
band has ever crafted. You can already hear
audiences of disaffected college kids clad in
Death Cab For Cutie t-shirts drowning out the
band by singing along.
Like the aforementioned cinematic sleeper hit
from 2001, The Get Up Kids’ Guilt Show is
light and likeable, but completely and utterly
disposable. Those in the hunt for an album of
brainless but radio-friendly tunes that (because
of the band’s conscious decision not to “sell
out”) probably won’t be played on the radio
anytime soon, should seriously consider giving
this record a spin. But for those with finer tastes
who demand wit, profundity, and experimenta-
tion from their music, Guilt Show will probably
just be all Greek to you.
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Need For Speed Underground
Provides Realistic Racing Feel
By VICTOR WEIQIANG CHU
Contributing Writer
“I got a need for speed,” says Petey Pablo,
just one of the many music artists on the new
video game, “Need for Speed Underground.” If
you are like him, you will love this game
because it is full of speed.
The latest NFS variation borrows its physics
engine from “NFS6 Hot Pursuit 2” but experi-
ences a total facelift and update. The game
feels like an arcade racer but has the reality of
a simulation game. 
This rendition is unlike any other NFS. In
NFSU you have the ability to customize your
ride, changing visuals (rims, lights, spoilers,
etc) and performance. This is what makes
NFSU stand out from the rest of the crowd.
The graphics in this game are excellent. There
are real-time reflections on all shiny surfaces.
Every object is filled with detail and vibrancy.
Racing through Chinatown, the streets are full
of lanterns and Chinese signs.
The 24 or so tracks on this game produce a
nice potpourri of rap, techno and rock. On a
scale of five, the sound gets a pleasing four and
a half.  
The most important aspect of any game is
game play and NFSU does extremely well in
that category. It retains that NFS feel and adds
such minute details as Near Miss, drafting,
power sliding, and clean section. 
Other modes include drifting and drag. The
former tests your hand-eye coordination and
timing skills. You have to rack up points by try-
ing to make your car slide sideways while
maintaining speed. The latter is pretty realistic
because you have to calculate the perfect shift.
The feel of speed is extremely realistic, com-
plete with the whooshing sounds and vibra-
tions.
There are, however, some shortcomings in
this game. There are shoddy menu systems,
especially when playing online. For instance,
when you click on a player, the whole menu
scrolls down because of the updated players.
However, the online mode is still better than
previous titles since there is a reputation sys-
tem. The more races you win, the more points
you get. Therefore you have to be wary of
which races to choose and what car to select. 
Unlike NFS4, this version has no damage sys-
tem. No matter how hard you crash, your car
will look sparkling new. If you experience a
total wipeout, at the end of the race your car
will still be rolling on all four wheels. If there
were a damage system, each player would
become more conscientious of his cars. Each
player would have to spend money on repairs,
which means having a closer relationship with
the cars. 
Another problem is that there are no police.
It comes as a disappointment because in the
movie The Fast and Furious there were police.
If there were cops, it would be more fun
because it would make the game more realistic.
Here, there are no personalized license plates,
whereas NFS4 had them.  There is no replay
which is a real heartbreaker because some of
the “stunts” are really spectacular. Split screen
mode, which NSF4 had, is absent. This means
that two people can’t play at your house, unless
you have the PS2 version of it. 
Despite some pitfalls, NFSU shines in many
categories and is probably the best racing game
out there right now. Even if you don’t like driv-
ing games, you should try it out. Who knows, it
may even make you like driving games.




friendship is the dearest treasure to have
with its own special kind of love
different from a sister lover, or daughter
sweet like honey and pure as water.
a friend like you is hard to find,
funny, attentive, advising and kind
any hurt feelings built up inside
disappear when to you i confide.
even if from the whole world i’m mad,
a friend can make it seem not so bad,
and never for a moment could i be sad
but a friend would remind me of good things 
i had.
when anything hurts you it hurts me too,
i try to make it better with anything i do
and should i see your eyes in tears
immediately my heart is pierced with spears.
some people never get to experience a true
friend
never have that special person on whom they
can always depend
they’re deprived of passing through that 
crystal door
in the bank of life they’re helplessly poor.
what i did i never can guess
to deserve allah me to bless
with you as a friend, who, without a doubt,
i could never imagine doing without.
although we may have to go seperate ways,
for us “friends for life” isn’t just another
phrase
it means something that will always hold true,
be there for me and i’ll be there for you.
there’s still so much more to come,
times of happiness, of sadness, and of anger
some,
those are the feelings from which memories
are made
the good ones are kept and the bad away they
fade.
and so in the end i’ll say with conviction,
and be sure it’s no kind of fiction,
that as long as i have a friend so dear




Walking Under The Sun
Riding over the wheel of time, looking at the
world around
With the warmth of my breath, I smell the
sandy ground
Journey of my life ended with a limply run 
I am searching my shadow while walking
under the sun
Flying with the wings of loneliness, floating in
a lonely sky
In the sound of crushing leaves, I heard some-
one’s cry
Journey of my dreams ended with a limply run
I am searching my soul while walking under
the sun
Drinking the ale of my past, glazing with the
drowsy eyes
In the waves of my thought, I saw a way to
die
Journey of my soul ended with a limply run




Tucking away my tortured heart
I grow stronger every day
Trying so hard not to fall apart
This is the price I pay.
No one will know of my pain
I will not show it’s ugly face
A fake smile I wear every day
And conform to the fast pace.
True to myself, I’m not in denial
Meaningless passion I seek
Don’t judge, I am not on trial.
When I cry myself to sleep.
By: Kati Butenop
Guilt Show Is Loaded With
Charm But Nothing More
The cover of Guilt Show, the new album from The Get Up Kids. (Photo/ www.lawrence.
com/news/music_reviews/story/125303)
Album GPA
2.9 out of 4.0
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HEY, CHECK OUT 
OUR PROPAGANDA
THE MOST DYNAMIC STUDENT ORGANIZATION IS ALWAYS
LOOKING FOR NEW RECRUITS. STOP BY ROOM 3-290 IN THE
VERTICAL CAMPUS, WE’RE THERE EVERYDAY BEING DYNAMIC.
THE TICKER SPORTS MARCH 15, 2004
Members of the women’s swimming team pose for a picture with their coach.  From left to right: Johanny Arias and Ashley O'Neil with
Coach Pushaen Gunasinghe in the middle.  (Photo/ Joel Abreu) 
By ASHLEY O’NEIL
Contributing Writer
On February 20, the Bearcats set out to
Rutgers University, where they would compete
in the Metropolitan Collegiate Swimming and
Diving Championship, a three-day competi-
tion. Warm-ups were held from 7 a.m. - 9:15
a.m., and preliminaries from 9:30 a.m. - 2:30
p.m., with six or seven events conducted each
day. The athletes were then sent back to their
hotels for a two-hour lunch break, whereupon
they would then return for another two-hour
warm-up, and finals until 9:30 p.m.  The sched-
ule seemed intense and the competition was
fierce, but the Bearcats met the challenge. 
By 7 a.m. on Friday, hundreds of students,
representing teams from the entire tri-state
area, all divisions, had gathered into Rutgers’s
new, state-of-the-art swimming facility to com-
pete. The arena looked like a flag with the
teams making up small masses of colors on it;
Baruch was the navy blue portion.  There were
two operating pools in the morning, one for the
men and the other for the women. The top 24
competitors from the morning competition
moved in to the finals in the evening.
Throughout the competition, Baruch had
some outstanding performances.  Personal
bests were achieved by: Johanny Arias with a
time of 7:46.67 in the 500-free; Joel Abreu
with a time of 2:26:62 in the 200-individual
medley; Eugene Leychenko with a time of
24:84 in the 50-free and also with a time of
1:13:36 in the 100-breast; Howard Liu with
2:09:05 in the 200-free and 56:13 in the 100-
free; and Mark Lan with 1:11:31 in the 100-
breast.  Emrah Ertamay even made it into the
finals for the 100-breast stroke, placing 23rd
with a time of 1:06:96. 
In the end, the big winners of the day were
the College of New Jersey, the New Jersey
Institute of Technology, Southern Connecticut
State, Maritime and the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy. The Bearcats ended their season
with strong performances by far and look for-
ward to next year’s season.
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Baruch Men’s and Women’s Swim Team Shows
Strong Effort at Metro Championships
Members of the men’s swimming team pose at the Metro Championships. From left to right: Eugene Leychenko, Joe Orovic, Howard Liu,
Joel Abreu, Mark Lan and Emrah Ertamay.  (Photo/ Pushaen Gunasinghe) 




Current Status: Men’s Head Basketball Coach
Date of Birth: March 1, 1953
Family: Ann-Maria (wife), Matthieu (son, 10),
Simone (daughter, 8)
High-School: Dewitt Clinton (Bronx)
College: Lehman (Bronx)
Degree(s): B. A., Mass Communications, 1975
M. S., Physical Education, 1980
Career Highlights:
- Men’s Varsity Assistant Coach, John Jay
Bloodhounds, 1975-83.
- Coached Bloodhounds junior varsity squad to
three CUNY titles, 1975-83.
- Appointed Men’s Head Basketball Coach at
Baruch College, 1983.
- Coached Baruch’s 1993-94 women’s tennis
team to a perfect 13-0 record, leading the
Bearcats to both CUNY regular season and
tournament championships.
- Three-time CUNY Athletic Conference
Coach of the Year.
- New York State Division III Men’s Basketball
Coach of the Year, 2000.
- Honored as a member of the Latvian-
American Sports Hall of Fame. 
- Honored as a member of the Lehman College
Sports Hall of Fame.
Sitting in the his office filled with “Happy
Birthday” greetings from his loving children,
one gets the sense that Ray Rankis is more than
just the head basketball coach of the Baruch
Bearcats.  To describe one of the longest-
tenured Bearcat faculty members, (a period of
over 20 years), one or two sentences would not
do him any justice.  If you had to breakdown
Rankis into any sort of partition, it would be
best attempted in this three-point shot: loving
family man to his wife and children, dedicated
mentor to his past and current players, and
respected ambassador to CUNY Athletics.
More often times than not, when a person has
reached stability in their career to their satisfac-
tion, the focus of one’s attention turns to raising
a family.  Rankis is more than just the head
coach of a growing collegiate basketball team;
he is also a loving father to his children,
Matthieu and Simone, two of his greatest prides
and joys.  All one needs to do to witness the
encompassing love of the Rankis family is to
visit the coach’s office in the Athletics
Department and see it adorned by balloons and
drawings from the adorable siblings.  
The following is Part 1 of a very candid one-
on-one interview with Rankis.  Much of the
focus is on how Rankis was first involved with
coaching while other parts feature an in-depth
look on his own family as well as the Bearcat
basketball family itself.  It is easy to see that
Rankis is a coach on two very large-scale fronts
– his roster of 12 at school and with all due
respect, the tag-team coaching of two with his
much better second half at home. 
The Ticker: If you weren’t a coach, what would
you have done in life?
Rankis: Well I studied in media.  I was accept-
ed into Columbia for their school in broadcast
journalism.  I kind of hoped I would have done
something in writing or behind the mic.
T: Doug Collins.  Has anyone ever told you that
you do look a little like him?
R: Yes.  Someone told me I did look a little like
him.  I’m glad you told me because he’s not an
ugly guy.  If you told me I looked like Dick
Vitale, I would have smacked you.  I think
Doug Collins is terrific.
T: It is interesting how Collins used to be the
former Bulls head coach and your team uses the
Chicago Bulls theme song during the player
introductions before the start of each home
game.
R: I had nothing to do with it.  That’s their baby.
T: It should be.  That’s how they pump them-
selves up.  
R: It’s actually one of the things I like about
coaching.  It’s that moment, during the prepara-
tion, watching the players, looking in their
eyes, enjoying their youth, enjoying the
moment.
T: How did you finally decide to become a
coach?
R:  I didn’t.  I was offered the job when I was a
senior in college by a guy who inspired me
named Bob Fox.  I asked him if I could have a
couple of weeks to think about it because I was
going to go down to a radio station in Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina to work as a gopher/D.
J./whatever they wanted.  I had a job lined up
down there.  And the more I thought about it,
well I said I’m 22.  I got a lot of time.  So I fig-
ured, okay, let me try.
T:  Well what did Mr. Fox see in you that made
him think you could become a coach?
R: I think he saw that I was bright, that I cared.
T: What in your opinion makes a good coach?
R: I think you have to get players to think as
one.  It’s not always easy.  You have to get them
to trust each other.
T: Right.  There are a lot of egos involved.
R: Oh yeah.  So you are trying to get them to
play hard, to think as a unit, and to trust one
another.  From a personal dimension, I think
you have to be your own man.  If you are some-
one who is very low-key, be low-key and make
sure they don’t walk all over you.  If you are
someone who is maybe a little more brusk,
much more aggressive in personality, make
sure you have an assistant coach to kind of tem-
per that.  
T: How long do you plan on coaching?
R:  I don’t know.  Every year, I, at the end of the
year, ask myself the same questions.  Question
1 is my health.  Question 2, is do I still enjoy it?
Question 3 is, I worry about my own son.  My
son is a high-functioning autistic.  If I feel that
my not being at home as much during the bas-
ketball season would help him at school, I
would stop this in a heartbeat.  
T: Have you changed your schedule at all due
to your son’s condition?
R: No. He knows that around March 1, which is
my birthday, I pick him up from school on
Fridays.  I come home earlier on Mondays and
Wednesdays, and I’m there.  It’s a fun and
enjoyable time.  During the basketball season,
my wife, she’s a horse.  She’s a trooper, a power
forward, however you want to describe it.
T: She picks up the slack.
R: She picks up the slack big time, while she’s
also finishing up her Ph. D. in pharmaceutical
studies.  And that will be at the end of July.
And she works midnight shifts as a pharmacist
at a New York hospital.  So what happens is
there is someone who is always home.  And we
get a lot of help from her mother, my sister, and
my niece.  If she has to work at night and I have
a game at night, then we usually have a babysit-
ter, and it’s usually someone from the family.     
T: That begs the question, were any members of
your family involved with coaching?
R: No.  My father was a chess master and
lawyer.  My parents were refugees from Latvia.
They spent five years in a refugee camp in
Germany.  My brother and sister were born
before they came to the United States on May
8, 1950, which is Harry Truman’s birthday.
And I was born in 1953 in the United States.
To be continued as PART II in the next issue
of the Ticker…
Baruch Men’s Head Basketball Coach Ray
Rankis.  (Photo/ Aaron Siegel)





The Baruch  men’s volleyball team went into
a home doubleheader two weekends ago
against the York College Cardinals and the
Lehman Lightning looking to build on their 4-
1 conference record.
They came away with a sweep.
The home victories were the fourth and fifth
consecutive conference wins for the Bearcats,
which moved them into sole possession of sec-
ond place in the CUNYAC.
Baruch set the tone early in their opening
game, cruising to a 30-23 and 30-25 two-set
lead over York behind strong frontcourt play
from Patrick Amihere (16 match scores) and
Andrew DeLeon (13 match scores). Down
early in the third and outplayed up until that
point, it looked like the Cardinals, 5-1 coming
into the match, were finished.
They weren’t.  
Led by veteran Marc Meo (14 match scores)
and freshman Leszek Stankeiwicz (21 match
scores), York came back. They took advantage
of a drop in Bearcat intensity, and came up with
some of their own, as they rallied to equalize
the match two sets apiece by scores of 30-27
and 30-24 and force a decisive fifth set. And,
shockingly, it was the Cardinals who were talk-
ing about finishing by match’s end.
“The last time we played York, we had it eas-
ier,” said Baruch captain King Cheng. “It was
the intensity. We didn’t have intensity in the
third game.”
The Bearcats rediscovered it in the fifth, how-
ever, holding off the Cardinals and taking a
truncated fifth set by a score of 15-8. 
“Baruch has a good team this year,” said
York’s Stankiewicz. “But they thought they had
us in the beginning. We just couldn’t finish
them in the end.”
The second game of the weekend’s double-
header against the Lehman Lightning was
almost a mirror image of the first, minus the
fifth-set drama. Again, the Bearcats dominated
the first two sets, this time by scores of 30-22
and 30-20. But despite trailing Baruch 14-62 in
match digs, 98-151 in match attacks attempted
and 33-63 in match scores, Lehman was clear-
ly not trailing in heart as they found a way to
win the third set by a score of 31-29.
This time, the Bearcats responded to the chal-
lenge in the fourth, fighting off the resurgent
Lightning team behind 19 match scores from
two-time CUNYAC Rookie of the Week selec-
tion Greg Waldvogel, taking the set 31-29 and
the match 3-1.
Despite the weekend sweep, the resistance the
Bearcats encountered along the way was a trou-
bling sign to some observers.
“We played against two teams that were
below our level,” said Baruch head coach
Justin Stack. “I was upset that we dropped
games to both of those teams. We’re still young
and relatively inexperienced.”
First-Place Hunter 
Beats Baruch in Rematch
Upcoming Baruch Bearcats Sports Schedule
Sport When Opponent Where
Men’s Tue.  3/16 @  7 p.m.        Lehman Lehman
Volleyball
Men’s Tue.  3/16 @  3 p.m. Ramapo Ramapo
Baseball Fri.   3/19 @  3 p.m. Maritime (SUNY) Maritime
Sun.  3/21 @  Noon CSI CSI
Women’s Fri.   3/19 @  4 p.m. Bay Path College Baruch
Softball Sun.  3/21 @  Noon Manhattanville Manhattanville
Men’s Sat.   3/20 @  Noon New York City Tech NTC*
Tennis
*NTC= National Tennis Center
Women’s Softball
The softball season has begun with the
first home game to be played on March 19
at John B. Lindsey, East River Park,
Diamond #2.
Men’s Volleyball 
3/4 Versus NY City Tech  (W 3-2)
Top Baruch Performers for the Game
Greg Waldvogel - 18 kills, 13 digs, and
four service aces
Joseph Son - 13 kills and two service aces 
King Cheng - 32 assists and three kills 
Men’s Baseball
The baseball season has begun with the
first home game to be played on March 28
at Roberto Clemente State Park. Most
home games will be played at Roberto
Clemente State Park in Bronx, N.Y.
*All the information in “Baruch Sports
Briefs” is provided by Baruch Sports
Information
Bearcats Sweep York and Lehman 
in Weekend Doubleheader
Volleyball captain King Cheng gets a congratulatory high-five from a Baruch teammate, in
their loss to Hunter.  (Photo/ Shan-san Wu)
By SHANSAN WU
Staff Writer
It took the visiting Baruch men’s volleyball
team one game to show that they belonged on
the same court as the undefeated Hunter
College Hawks.  However, it took the Hawks
three games to show the Bearcats why the
Hawks are the best team in the conference.
In a contest for a share of first place in the
CUNY Athletic Conference, Hunter’s experi-
enced veterans  were too much for Baruch (6-2
conference record) to overcome as the Bearcats
fell to the Hawks (9-0 conference record) in
four sets by scores of 24-30, 20-30, 34-32 and
19-30.
It was Baruch’s second loss to Hunter this
season.
“Hunter outplayed us a little bit today,” said
Baruch head coach Justin Stack. “We didn’t
come out playing with passion and Hunter
came out strong.”
The Hawks dominated the match at the begin-
ning as they jumped out to an early one-set lead
behind strong play from All-CUNYAC 2003
first-team selection Michael McFalls (17 match
scores) and Joshua Concepcion. The Bearcats
rallied in the second set to take early 9-8 and
11-10 leads, but Hunter’s attackers re-took
command of the set with serves and scores that
sent Baruch defenders reeling and volleyballs
bouncing off the ceiling.
Smiles and laughter broke out on Hunter’s
side of the net as they took the second set by a
score of 30-20.  On their home court and with
a two-nil set lead, the Hawks looked well on
their way to extending their conference win-
ning streak to 24 games.
But someone forgot to tell that to the
Bearcats.
“It was one of the first times we had faced any
adversity against a conference opponent,” said
Stack. “I didn’t call any timeouts. I just wanted
to see us play.” 
Facing elimination in set three, the Bearcats
once again jumped out to an early lead.
Hunter’s main offensive players moved in to
try and snuff out any hope of a comeback.
But this time the Bearcats line held like a
stone wall against Hunter’s attacks. Balls that
fell in for the Hawks in the first two sets were
returned with a thump in the third. Faced with
determined resistance for the first time all
game, the Hawks offense began to waver.
Trailing 17-14, Hunter was forced to call a time
out to regroup.
“Give Baruch the credit, they played us hard
in game three,” said McFalls.
Playing with more focus on themselves after
the timeout, the Hawks rallied to a 26-22 lead
with the help of a number of controversial calls
from the officiating crew. But the Bearcats con-
tinued to play well and tied the set 27-all on a
series of long rallies made possible by all-out
defensive plays, much to the delight of the
bipartisan crowd. One play, by Bearcat Jose Ra,
sent him crashing into the folding chairs on the
Baruch sideline for a dig that eventually turned
into a point for the Bearcats.
With the set on the line, the Hawks turned to
their playmaker, McFalls. But more plays from
Bearcats Steven Rousse, Jinhyuk Son and Greg
Waldvogel (four aces) in the set’s final
moments carried the Bearcats to a 34-32 set
win over the Hawks.
“We tried to show them that they weren’t
going to have it easy,” said Rousse.
However, the intensity level set by both teams
in the third set didn’t last. 
If set three was a sign of the Bearcats’ poten-
tial, set four was a reminder of opportunities
lost. With the score 16-13 Hawks, the roof
caved in on the comeback and the Hawks
closed out the Bearcats on both sides of the ball
by a score of 30-19. 
“We just didn’t bring our A-game,” said
DeLeon. “We match up to them on paper. But
when it comes to winning, it comes down to
heart.”
Bearcats Patrick Amihere (10) and Andrew DeLeon (11) block a scoring attempt from Mark
Meo (13) of York College.  Baruch defeated York 3 sets to 2.  (Photo/ Shan-san Wu)
